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But in fact Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, 
by a man has come also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But each in 
his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at 
his coming those who belong to Christ 

1 Cor 15: 20-23

VATICAN: Govern-
ment leaders and 
authorities must not 

exploit the COVID-19 pan-
demic to discredit political 
rivals but instead set aside 
differences to find “viable 
solutions for our people,” 
Pope Francis said.

In a video message Nov 19 to par-
ticipants at a virtual seminar about 
the coronavirus pandemic, the Pope 
said leaders should not “encourage 
or endorse or use mechanisms that 
make this serious crisis a tool of an 
electoral or social nature.”

“Discrediting the other only suc-
ceeds in destroying the possibility 
of finding agreements that help al-
leviate the effects of the pandemic in 
our communities, especially on the 
most excluded,” the Pope said.

“Who pays (the price) for this 
process of discrediting?” he asked. 
“The people pay for it; we progress 
in discrediting the other at the ex-
pense of the poorest, at the expense 
of the people.”

Elected officials and public serv-

ants, he added, are called to “be at 
the service of the common good and 
not place the common good at the 
service of their interests.”

“We all know the dynamics of the 
corruption that goes on in this area. 
And this is also true for the men and 
women of the Church,” the Pope 
said.

Corruption within the Church, he 
said, is “a true leprosy that sickens 
and kills the Gospel.”

In his message, the Pope ex-
pressed his hope that initiatives like 
the seminar would “inspire paths, 
awaken processes, create alliances 
and promote all the mechanisms 
necessary to guarantee a dignified 
life for our people, especially the 
most excluded, through the experi-
ence of fraternity and the building 
up of social friendship.”

“When I say the most excluded, 
I do not mean it (in the same way) 

as saying to give alms to the most 
excluded, or as a gesture of charity, 
no, but as a key to hermeneutics,” he 
said.

The poorest people are the key for 
interpreting and understanding the 
fault or benefit of any response, he 
said. “If we don’t start from there, 
we are going to make mistakes.”

The effects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, he continued, will be felt for 
many years to come and solidarity 
must be at the centre of any propos-
als to alleviate people’s sufferings.

Any future initiatives should be 
“based on contributing, sharing 
and distributing, not on possessing, 
excluding and accumulating,” the 
Pope said.

“Now, more than ever, it is nec-
essary to regain consciousness of 
our common belonging. The virus 
reminds us that the best way to take 
care of ourselves is by learning to 
care for and protect those around 
us,” he said.

Noting that the pandemic “am-
plified” existing socioeconomic 
problems and injustices in Latin 
America, the Pope said that many 
people, especially the region’s poor-
est, are not guaranteed “the neces-

sary resources to carry out the mini-
mum measures of protection against 
COVID-19.”

Nevertheless, Pope Francis said 
that despite “this gloomy pano-
rama,” the people of Latin America 
“teach us that they are people with 
souls who know how to face crises 
with courage and know how to gen-
erate voices that shout in the desert 
to pave the way for the Lord.”

“Please, let us not allow our-
selves to be robbed of hope!” he ex-
claimed. “The path of solidarity as 
well as justice is the best expression 
of love and closeness. From this cri-
sis, we can come out better, and this 
is what so many of our sisters and 
brothers have witnessed in the daily 
giving of their lives and in the ini-
tiatives that the people of God have 
generated.”

The Nov 19-20 virtual seminar, 
titled, Latin America: Church, Pope 
Francis and scenarios of the pan-
demic, was sponsored by the Pontif-
ical Commission for Latin America, 
as well as the Pontifical Academy of 
Social Sciences and the Latin Amer-
ican Bishops’ Conference, com-
monly known as CELAM. — By 
Junno Arocho Esteves, CNS

World leaders must 
not use pandemic for 
their political gain

The Pope said government leaders and authorities must not exploit the 
COVID-19 pandemic to discredit political rivals but instead set aside 
differences to find solutions. (CNS photo/Holy See Press Office)
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VATICAN: Over 2000 “change-
makers” from all corners of the 
earth are participating in the three-
day “The Economy of Francesco” 
event Nov 19-21.

A virtual platform connected 
participants for the launch of the 
event on Thursday afternoon, with 
the city of Assisi at the heart of 
it all, providing inspiration, its 
peerless spirit of fraternity and 
universal love, and much symbol-
ism upon which to place the cor-

nerstone of an economy of com-
munion.

The so-called “change-makers” 
are young economists, business-
men and women bringing their 
virtuous models of entrepreneur-
ship to the table, and world-class 
experts in economy and social 
sciences who have come together 
to respond to Pope Francis’ invi-
tation to transform hope for the 
rights of future generations into 
reality.

A brief video, featuring some 
of the participants from across the 
globe set the event into motion: 
“We are here together to build the 
world of tomorrow where nobody 
will be left behind,” they declared.

And throughout the afternoon 
(or morning depending on where 
they are), people young and not-
so-young, from different conti-
nents and realities, linked up to 
listen to each other’s stories, tes-
timonies and ideas. The intense 

four-hour session was interspersed 
with videos, music, drama and the 
breath-taking images of Assisi, its 
art, nature and places of faith.

The first to address the multitude 
was Bishop Domenico Sorrentino 
of Assisi, with words of (spiritual) 
welcome, because, he said, coro-
navirus may have changed the 
logistics — moving what was in-
tended to be a “physical meeting” 
into a virtual realm – but it has cer-
tainly not dampened enthusiasm 

or curtailed commitments.
Speaking in English, he thanked 

the young people for being here; 
he thanked Pope Francis for his 
intuition and guidance; and he 
thanked St Francis, himself “a 
change-maker” and an “econo-
mist” who diverted a ruinous 
trend of injustice and exclusion 
when he “embraced the leper” and 
placed the poor at the centre of his 
apostolate. — By Linda Bordoni, 
Vatican News

The Economy of Francesco: “Economy + Fraternity x Development = Future”



Politics in our world is so polarised, it is 
hard to even discuss let alone come to 
a meaningful consensus on a range of 

issues. 
Most people would like to live a life of 

dignity and cultivate their full potential. That 
shouldn’t be too hard to define. But what we 
see in politics is politicians talking over each 
other, lacking respect, and often promoting 
vested interests.

As for the public, we see apathy, on the one 
hand, and protests, on the other. But the Bish-
op of Rome points to a third way: dialogue 
with openness to the truth. It is only through 
such constructive dialogue that a nation can 
flourish. 

This is how Francis opens Chapter Six of 
his encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti (Brothers 
and Sisters All). Acting out of neighbourly 
love means listening to the other in “dialogue 
and friendship in society”, the title of the 
chapter. 

It is often easier to discredit opponents than 
to respectfully engage in deep dialogue with 
them to arrive at some sort of agreement. 
Divisiveness is often fuelled by the media 
during political campaigns. Often a lack of 
dialogue serves not the common good but the 
interests of power, those seeking to impose 
their own ideas.

In contrast, when people are consistent in 
their thinking, defend their values and con-
victions, and develop their arguments, this 
surely benefits society, Francis writes. 

This can only happen when there is genu-
ine dialogue and openness to others. Indeed, 
“in a true spirit of dialogue, we grow in our 
ability to grasp the significance of what others 
say and do, even if we cannot accept it as our 
own conviction”.

Francis reminds us that “differences are 
creative; they create tension and in the resolu-
tion of tension lies humanity’s progress”. 

This sort of tension was evident in the 
strong differences of opinion among the 

apostles over vexing theological questions in 
the New Testament, and has continued over 
the course of human history. 

Even scientists, researchers and academics 
should be open to the findings in other fields 
through “greater interdisciplinary communi-
cation”.

The media — the Internet, in particular — 
offers immense possibilities for encounter 
and solidarity, Francis says. But the Internet is 
also a double-edged sword that could exploit 
people and bring out the worst in them. 

Engaging in dialogue to reach a consen-
sus does not mean we sideline the truth un-
der the guise of tolerance. Such relativism 
– which holds that a perspective depends on 
the vantage point or frame of assessment of 
the person holding a particular view – would 
ultimately leave the interpretation of moral 
values to those holding the power to define 
them as they see fit. 

Laws should be borne of conviction and 
wisdom underscored by the belief that every 
human being is sacred. Society must uphold 
the truth of human dignity and submit to that 
dignity – no relativism there. 

So people must be aware of the ways that 
truth can be manipulated and distorted in pub-
lic and private discourse.

If we fail to grasp and uphold the truth 
about human dignity, it would be easy for 
those in power to deny fundamental human 
rights. They could then impose some alleged 
“truth” and then gain the “consensus” of an 
apathetic or intimidated population. In the 
end, the will of the strongest would prevail 

– through authoritarian rule or perhaps dicta-
torship. 

So we must be aware of certain universal 
values to ensure solid social ethics. These val-
ues can be established through dialogue and 
consensus. These same enduring values will 
then rise above consensus, transcending vari-
ous situations, to become non-negotiable. 

The three realities – the interests of society, 
consensus and objective truth – can be har-
monised through genuine dialogue, Francis 
writes. This can take place when people are 
not afraid of going deep into the heart of an 
issue, always respecting the dignity of others. 

“Life, for all its confrontations, is the art of 
encounter,” Francis reminds us. And for this 
we have to cultivate a culture of encounter 
that can transcend differences. 

In these encounters, we must include the 
marginalised, those on the periphery. “For 
they have another way of looking at things; 
they see aspects of reality that are invisible to 
the centres of power where weighty decisions 
are made.”

To promote this “culture of encounter”, we 
have to be passionate about meeting others, 
“seeking points of contact, building bridges, 
planning a project that includes everyone”.

To integrate differences is a difficult and 
slow process but it guarantees real and last-
ing peace. 

We have to create processes of encounter 
to enable people to accept differences. Chil-
dren should be armed with “the weapons of 
dialogue” and taught to “fight the good fight 
of the culture of encounter”.

We have to recognise people’s right to be 
themselves and to be different. Otherwise, “a 
more insidious kind of violence can take root: 
the violence of those who despise people who 
are different, especially when their demands 
in any way compromise their own particular 
interests”.

If some people ignore the existence or 
rights of others, then violence could erupt, of-
ten when we least expect it. Liberty, equality 
and fraternity must apply to everyone. 

The culture of encounter should not be 
confined to the holders of power – whether 
economic, political or academic. 

Instead it must include the culture of the 
land – a “cultural covenant” that respects the 
different worldviews, cultures and lifestyles 
that coexist in society.

We have to understand these cultures. Fran-
cis cites the example of indigenous people. 
They are not against progress – but they have 
a different, more humanistic idea of progress. 
“Theirs is not a culture meant to benefit the 
powerful, those driven to create for them-
selves a kind of earthly paradise.” 

Lack of respect for their cultures “is a form 
of violence grounded in a cold and judgmen-
tal way of viewing them”. 

We cannot achieve authentic and lasting 
change unless it starts from the various cul-
tures - particularly those of the poor. Our 
cultural covenant must entail “respect for di-
versity by offering opportunities for advance-
ment and social integration to all”.

In our worldly individualistic consumer 
culture, it can often seem like it is every per-
son for himself or herself. 

To overcome this, we can cultivate kind-
ness – for kindness is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.

When kindness becomes part of our cul-
ture, it can transform lifestyles, relationships 
and the ways ideas are discussed and com-
pared. “Kindness facilitates the quest for con-
sensus; it opens new paths where hostility and 
conflict would burn all bridges,” Francis says. 

Promoting a culture of  dialogue 
and encounter in a divided world

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

For the Kingdom and the power and 
the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen.
This flourish was put into the margin next 

to the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew by one of 
the inscribers of the Middle Ages.  In the 
days before the printing press, the only cop-
ies of books were produced by monks who 
spent long days meticulously reproducing 
the texts set before them.  These men prayed 
over what they were writing.  The monk who 
wrote the flourish wanted to place a prayer 
next to what he was copying. He wanted 
to share what his soul was crying out. He 
wanted the world to know that God was the 
one and only king, the supreme king. He 
wanted the world to know that Jesus Christ 
had come to establish the Kingdom of God 
in this world. 

This kingdom was different from any the 
world had ever seen. It was a kingdom of 
charity, a kingdom of love, a kingdom whose 
least members would be valued and cared 
for. And so, at the conclusion of the 25th 
chapter of Matthew, we have the story of the 
sheep and the goats. This seemingly simple 
story leads us to a profound meditation on 
the fundamental nature of the Kingdom of 
God on earth, the Church.

First, the Church is not just a humanitar-
ian organisation. The Church is the Body of 
Christ on earth. It looks to serve Christ and 
to be Christ in every area of its life. Humani-
tarians are concerned with the good of their 
fellow men. This is wonderful. The world 
has certainly benefitted from the determina-
tion of so many rich individuals and couples 
who have given a great deal of their wealth 
for worthy causes. God sees them. God will 
reward them.

But what we do in the Church is far more 
than humanitarian. We seek the very pres-
ence of the Lord in those who are hurting.  
When He tells the sheep that they will be 
rewarded or the goats that they will be con-
demned, the Lord does not just say that those 
who are suffering are important to Him. No, 
He identifies Himself with them. He says, 
“I was hungry;  I was thirsty; I was naked; 
I was a stranger; I was sick; I was in pris-
on.”  Our charity is not just something we 
do. It is our caring for the presence of Jesus 
Christ in those with profound needs. We are 
Christians, servants of the One who identi-
fies Himself with the marginalised.

Secondly, we cannot be satisfied just with 
encouraging the government to care for all 
who are suffering. Yes, we must do that.  

The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops is correct in its efforts at lobbying 
in Washington, DC. It is patriotic for the 
Church to demand that our government be 
just and moral. But efforts to change the laws 
of the country do not supplant our responsi-
bility to care for the weakest members of our 
society ourselves. Whether the country is just 
or unjust, we must always be charitable.  

Thirdly, we must respond to what we have 
received from the Lord. We have received 
mercy. We have received reconciliation. We 
have received acceptance as sons and daugh-
ter of God.  It is a challenge for us to live out 
the gratitude we owe God. We demonstrate 
our gratitude in the way in which we treat 
those who are abandoned in the world today.

What is often called the preferential op-
tion for the poor is then something we un-
dertake not out of a sense of duty, but out of 
a sense of gratitude for the extraordinary gift 
of God’s love. Love is amazing. We receive 
love only by giving love. We receive God’s 
love by sharing his love with others, particu-
larly with those people with whom Jesus 
Christ has said he is present in a special way.

Our American society is suffering from 
extreme polarisation: liberals vs conserva-
tives, Republicans vs Democrats. Each side 
sees little good in the other side and little 
wrong in their side. Many people, including 
Catholics, are identifying  themselves with 
political parties and political ideals. This is 
wrong. The Lord did not call us into a politi-
cal party. He called us into the Kingdom of 
God.  The way we need to identify ourselves 
is as authentic followers of Jesus Christ.  
When we do that, then we will find ourselves 
supporting various positions of each party 
because these positions best represent the 
one party we need to belong to, the party of 
Jesus Christ.

For the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory 
are His, forever and ever. Amen. — By Msgr 
Joseph A Pellegrino

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe 

Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17;
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28;
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

 The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ: The Party of Jesus Christ
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KK Archdiocese to resume Masses
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Peace be with you!

The government has just announced through 
the website of Majlis Keselamatan Negara 
(MKN) that all houses of worship are allowed 
to resume their services with immediate ef-
fect.

However, the SOPs state that only one-third 
of the capacity of the church is to be occupied. 
Attendance of children below 12, those above 
70 and migrants is silent. But we are told that 
it is up to us to decide. MKN merely advised 
that vulnerable groups should preferably be 
seated in specific areas during the services. I 

suggest we follow our previous SOP whereby 
children 12 years and below should not be 
brought to church, and those above 70 years 
and migrants be allowed to Mass.

Meanwhile, all parishes are urged to pre-
pare well for the reopening. As previously, the 
Parish Health Team must ensure that church-
goers follow the SOPs strictly and the church 
is sanitised after use.

Given that we are now allowed to celebrate 
public Masses, I would urge all Catholics to 
make an effort to go to church and not to de-
pend solely on live-streamed Masses.

We will soon begin the season of Advent. 
Let us prepare to welcome the Saviour of 
the world into our hearts and homes. Let us 

continue to turn to Him for protection against 
COVID-19 and pray for a speedy end to the 
pandemic.

The Archdiocese has prepared the “Advent 
Rosary Together 2020” for all to recite dur-
ing the season of Advent (will be forwarded 
to you separately). I encourage all of you to 
make full use of it.

A Blessed Advent to you!

Most Rev John Wong DD
Archbishop of Kota Kinabalu

Nov 16, 2020

MJD News Update #17
Diocese of Malacca Johore

Greetings and Peace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you, dear 
People of God. 

1.0 A Thought for the Week               
Anthony, a middle-aged monk, 
was on pilgrimage, visiting his 
good friend Benedict, a monk 
in another country. Arriving 
at the monastery, Benedict, a 
gracious host and friend, wel-
comed Anthony, and as they 
started climbing a long flight 
of steps, said, “We have no el-
evators here. I apologise for the 
many steps we have to climb 
to get to your room.” Anthony, 
with a smile and a twinkle in his 
eye, answered, “There are many 
steps in my home monastery, 
too.”  Then he added, “I count 
them as I climb. This is how I 
count them: one, one, one and 
one.”                                                      
Something to think about: In 
the spiritual life, it is always 
the beginning. Paul, the Apostle 
called it “running the good race 
as if the end is not in sight”. It is 
like handling 10 tasks before us, 
and by focussing on one task till 
it is completed and that makes 
us say: ONE DOWN. MINUS 
ONE. Taking one step at a time, 
makes the miles fly by. 
“Be a beginner every single 
morning.” - Meister Eckhart

2.0 Announcements for this 
week:
2.1 Responding to the CMCO 
Guidelines for the period Nov 
8 to Dec 6, the following SOPs 
apply for all parishes of the Ma-
lacca Johore Diocese:

a) Masses, services and 
prayers will continue as 
permitted. Any cancellation 
of Masses requires approv-
al from the bishop for now. 
b) Weddings and funeral 
Masses or services con-
tinues, but limited to 30 
persons and compliant to 
SOPs. 
c) Confessions must be 
provided before Masses at 
confessionals or at the of-
fice by appointment. There 
will be no Advent Peniten-
tial Services. But Advent 

Confessions are being ar-
ranged by each Vicariate.
d) The RCIA Rite of Ac-
ceptance can be held on the 
1st Sunday of Advent, pro-
vided the parish candidates 
are ready and properly in-
structed. The SOPs must be 
followed.
e) The Christmas Eve 
Masses may need to be ad-
justed so as NOT to exceed 
the 10.00 pm requirement. 
Additional Masses because 
of numbers and language 
needs, have to be looked 
into. This Holy Season can 
bring hope to the suffering, 
the frightened, the deprived 
and the poor.                      
f) The following are the 
prohibitions: receptions, 
feasting or celebrations in 
church premises; all forms 
of face-to-face formations; 
BEC gatherings and cat-
echism. 
g) Those aged 70 years and 
above and 12 and below are 
discouraged from attending 
church gatherings and ac-
tivities.                                    

2.2 The Advent Fridays, till 
Christmas, are declared Days 
of Prayer and Fast, for all 
Catholics of the Diocese of Ma-
lacca Johore. Let this be a time 
when we identify ourselves 
with the “cries of the poor and 
the earth”. God entered and be-
came one with human suffering. 
Let us enter into the sufferings 
of our neighbours.
2.3 The Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of Malaysia (CBCM) 
invites all the faithful to donate 
generously to the DISASTER 
RELIEF FUND, set up to help 
the 32 million people of the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia, affected by the trop-
ical cyclones. Send your dona-
tions by the 30th November 
2020 via cheque or online trans-
fer to Titular Roman Catholic 
Bishop Malacca Johore Dio-
cese, Alliance Bank account: 
51126-0010011964. All donors, 
please indicate “Disaster Re-
lief Fund” on the back of the 

cheque or in the comment sec-
tion for online donations. 

3.0 This Week’s Questions & 
Queries? A Follow-up: Lead-
ership Models in Faith Com-
munities
We have three models to look at. 
They are the transformational, 
true formational and prophetic 
models. Some characteristics to 
ascertain where our communi-
ties or ministries are or which 
model is commonly used.
a) Transformational leader-
ship is marked by a leader or 
leaders with power to influence 
and lead, with a vision-mission 
statement and a need-based 
agenda as focus, and incor-
porate a democratic decision-
making process.
b) True Formational leader-
ship relies on ‘God speaks — 
We encounter’ dynamics. They 
view faith groups as living or-
ganisms, covenanted and dis-
cerning. Their mission includes 
discipleship, faith-building, 
submission to the word and the 
cross, pointing out places for 
service, sharing in pain, prac-
tising personal and corporate 
repentance.
c) Prophetic leadership is seen 
to be exercised by individuals, 
church leadership, ministers 
and prophetic team ministries. 
They are community-based with 
emphasis on team work. Their 
decision-making occurs within 
the context of worship, where 
the agenda is offered to God, 
and they wait to see ‘where the 
Spirit rests’. All discernment is 
personal but not private, and 
made in community but not in 
isolation. Next week, we will be 
following up with the elements 
of prophetic leaders. 
Let us continue to build God’s 
Kingdom together. Have a great 
week. God bless you all. 

Bishop Bernard Paul
November 20, 2020

Click here to watch the 
video

1.0 Archdiocesan Office of Hu-
man Development (AOHD)
1.1. In consultation with the 
Board of Directors of AOHD, His 
Grace Archbishop Julian Leow 
D.D. has appointed Ms Teo Kar 
Im as the new Director of AOHD 
with effect from Nov 3, 2020. 

Ms Teo brings with her vast 
managerial experience in the cor-
porate sector and diverse experi-
ence in community development, 
including serving as a pastoral 
care volunteer at Assunta Hospi-
tal and Manager of Pusat Kebaji-
kan Good Shepherd.
1.2. His Grace has also appointed 
Fr Albet Arockiasamy, Parish 
Priest of the Church of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe as acting Ecclesias-
tical Assistant of AOHD with ef-
fect from the Dec 1, 2020.

2.0 Rite of Acceptance to the 
Catechumenate
2.1. In view of the suspension of 
all public Masses and in-person 
activities in parishes within the 
territories of Kuala Lumpur, Se-
langor and Negeri Sembilan, the 
Rite of Acceptance to the Cat-
echumenate (the Rite) cannot be 
celebrated in person. The Parish 
Priest or Administrator may ex-
ercise his discretion to provide 
an online celebration of the Rite 
outside of Mass for the enquir-
ers to be admitted to the Order 
of Catechumen on the first Sun-
day of Advent or such other date 
deemed suitable by the Parish 
Priest or Administrator. 
2.2. For parishes falling within 
the territories of Terengganu and 
Pahang, the celebration of the 
Rite within Mass may continue 
at the discretion of the Parish 
Priest or Administrator subject to 
compliance with the MKN SOP, 
state directives and Archdiocesan 
guidelines. Should the Parish 
Priest or Administrator deem that 
for reasons of public health, such 
public celebration of the Rite 
would not be prudent or feasible, 
they may proceed to provide an 
online celebration of the Rite out-
side Mass. 

3.0 Advent Penitential Service
3.1. Due to the current public 
health crisis posed by the recent 
spike in COVID 19 cases and 
in view of the restrictions im-
posed on public gatherings and 
in-person activities, His Grace 
Archbishop Julian, in consulta-
tion with the College of Consul-
tors, has decided to cancel all in-
person penitential services in the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur.
3.2. His Grace will be celebrat-
ing an online penitential service 
on Dec 18 (Friday) at 8.00 pm 
which will be live streamed on 
the ArchKL Youtube Channel. 
This penitential service will in-
clude the Liturgy of the Word and 
an examination of conscience. In 
preparation for this service, the 
Archbishop would request peni-
tents to observe penitential acts, 
such as prayer, fasting and ab-
stinence, performing spiritual or 
corporal works of mercy, on any 
three (3) days of Advent. 
3.3. Due to the current public 
health crisis, where the faithful 
are unable to avail themselves of 
individual confession and sacra-
mental absolution, they are ad-
vised to make an act of perfect 
contrition — which is 

a. to repent from their sins 
out of love of God, who is to 
be loved above all things;
b. express a sincere request 
for forgiveness (using one 
of the formulas for an act of 
contrition); 
c. Make a firm resolution to 
make sacramental confession 
as soon as this is possible. 

3.4. Individual penitents residing 
in non-red zones may contact the 
priests of their respective par-
ishes to make an appointment for 
individual confession, where this 
is deemed safe and feasible.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur   

Nov 19, 2020

Chancery Notice

archDiocese of Kuala luMpur
Chan/MC/19/2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y52xIIAXcro
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Malaysia joins the Caritas 
family to help the poor

KELANA JAYA: Every year, the RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) in-
quirers of the Church of St Ignatius (SIC) 
have a chance to participate in an outreach 
programme to the St Francis Xavier Home 
for the Elderly. The Home is under the care 
of the Little Sisters of the Poor located at 
Cheras, Kuala Lumpur.

Twenty-twenty indeed is challenging for 
this outreach due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Although it is difficult for us this 
year, the Conditional Movement Control 

Order (CMCO) did not stop the inquirers 
spreading their love and care to the needy. 
Through the love and grace of Jesus, the 
inquirers, facilitators and previous years’ 
members raised sufficient funds to purchase 
the provisions. Contributions from some 
corporations also came in with supplemen-
tary supplies.

On Monday Nov 9, in compliance with 
the CMCO SOPs (Standard Operating Pro-
cedures), despite all challenges, a repre-
sentative from the RCIA inquirers with two 

RCIA facilitators delivered the provisions 
to the Home. The goods purchased were 
piled up in the Home’s pantry room. 

Later, a cheque from the collection was 
presented to the Home. Sr Lucy was present 
to welcome the visitors and delivery. She 
also thanked all the donors and contributors 
in a recorded video.

Although the inquirers did not get a 
chance to visit and view the Home, Sr Lucy 
in her message welcomed all the inquirers 
to join in a fellowship with the residents in 
the Home, as soon as the pandemic is over. 
The inquirers have brought to the Home Je-
sus’ compassion, love, care and kindness. 
— By Penny Chong

KUALA LUMPUR: Caritas Malaysia’s 
virtual launch and inaugural National As-
sembly was held via Zoom on Nov 6 and 
13. The two-part session saw some 100-
plus attendees on each day.

Caritas, which means “love”, is a faith-
based organisation. Its specific mission is 
to attend to the poorest and the neediest 
by assisting in humanitarian emergencies. 
It does this by helping to spread charity 
and justice in the world in the light of the 
Gospel and of the teaching of the Catholic 
Church (CI Statutes, art.1.3).

The foundation for the Malaysian chap-
ter kicked off during the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Malaysia-Singapore-Brunei 
in July 2019. The Bishops met with Caritas 
staff from the Vatican and Asia for a dia-
logue. Six months later, at the next Bishops’ 
Conference (January 2020), they unani-
mously agreed to establish Caritas Malay-
sia as an overarching body for all organisa-
tions involved in charity and development 
work. Bishop Bernard Paul was appointed 
as Chair of Caritas Malaysia, and Charles 
Bertille as Executive Secretary and head of 
the National office, located at the Archdioc-
esan Pastoral Centre in Kuala Lumpur.

This is the first such project involving all 
nine Malaysian Arch/Dioceses.

Caritas Malaysia is an integral part of 
Caritas Asia and Caritas Internationalis. 

“As a member of our Confederation, I en-
courage Caritas Malaysia to take advantage 
of this opportunity — reach out and spread 
your wings within Malaysia, and through 
Asia and the world!”, said Asia Regional 
President (Caritas Asia) Dr Benedict Alo 
D’Rozario

“Along with our heartfelt congratula-
tions, I also give you our assurance of Cari-
tas Asia’s unwavering commitment to even 

further strengthen our solidarity and frater-
nity with Caritas Malaysia, along with the 
other Member Organisations in our region. 
We assure you of our dedication to journey 
with you, despite the intense challenges 
being hurled against us by the pandemic. 
We are with you towards attaining a holis-
tic human development, with a preferential 
option for the poor and vulnerable,” he 
added. 

Caritas Malaysia President, Bishop Ber-
nard Paul, then signed the Caritas Malaysia 
plaque to mark the launching of the official 
organ of the Malaysian Catholic Church for 
the promotion of its social mission.

Others attendees included Regional Co-

ordinator Caritas Asia Zar Gomez, Presi-
dent of Caritas Malaysia Bishop Bernard 
Paul of the Malacca-Johor Diocese, and 
Caritas Malaysia Executive Secretary 
Charles Bertille and team.

Also present were Archbishop of Kuala 
Lumpur, Most Rev Julian Leow, Bishop 
of Penang Most Rev Dato Sebastian Fran-
cis, Archbishop of Kuching, Most Rev Si-
mon Poh and other representatives from 
the nine dioceses of Peninsular Malaysia, 
Sabah and Sarawak, including priests, 
sisters, religious and laypeople. — By                               
Gwen Manickam

l See Page 5 for more

Bishop Bernard Paul DD, President of Caritas Malaysia, addressing the participants 
during the online launch on Nov 6, 2020. (photo/Caritas Malaysia facebook)

St Ignatius RCIA Inquirers donate provisions to the Little Sisters of the Poor.

RCIA outreach to the Little Sisters of the Poor

Caritas Asia, whose regional secretariat 
is situated in Bangkok, Thailand, cur-

rently has 25 Caritas member organisa-
tions in 24 countries in the region.

The Caritas Confederation, which op-
erates its General Secretariat in Palazzo 
San Callisto in the Vatican, oversees seven 
regional offices in Africa, Europe, Latin 
America and the Caribbean, the Middle 
East and North Africa, North America, 
Oceania and Asia. It supervises 160 na-
tional Catholic relief, development and so-
cial service agencies working in over 200 
countries and territories worldwide.

Asia Regional President (Caritas Asia) 
Dr Benedict Alo D’Rozario said, “We are 
one human family, living in one common 
home. Collectively and individually, our 
mission is to work to build a better and 
more just world for everyone. We believe 
in dignity, solidarity and stewardship on 
behalf of the world’s most vulnerable peo-
ple, especially the poor and oppressed.

“As a confederation, we usually pool 
and share rich resources among our mem-
ber organisations. The talents and exper-
tise within Caritas are not just enjoyed 
by one national Caritas organisation, but 
shared with other Caritas organisations 
through peer exchanges, cross-learning, 
international, regional or national training 
courses, workshops, and many others.”

This large confederation has a wide ar-
ray of internal human and capital resourc-
es — and its diverse members give it its 
strength. The organisation finds resources 
from small groups of volunteers to some 
of the biggest global charities in the world 
manned by a huge number of Caritas staff 
and officers.
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The ‘birth’ of Caritas Malaysia 
this month is the accumula-
tion of over a year of meet-

ings, consultations, dialogue, delib-
erations and many other preliminary 
preparations. 

Archbishop Julian Leow, Presi-
dent of the Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of Malaysia, in his opening 
address, reminded participants how 
the late Cardinal Soter was a cham-
pion of human rights, an advocate 
for the poor and marginalised, and 
that he promoted social justice pro-
grammes under the National Office 
for Human Development. 

“Had he been here, I believe he 
would be extremely proud to wit-
ness the official launch of Caritas 
Malaysia.”

Archbishop Leow thanked eve-
ryone involved in the process. “It is 
gratifying to note we did not allow 
the restrictions caused by COV-
ID-19 to hinder our work leading 
to the launch today. It is now, more 
than ever, that we need to go to the 
peripheries, to lend a hand to those 
in need – the poor, the vulnerable 
and people on the margins – to of-
fer them some hope and assistance 
in these desperate times.”

He said our communities need 
to know how to bring comfort and 
consolation to the poor and suffer-
ing. 

“I am confident that we, the 
Malaysian Church, can do much 
more than is currently being done, 
through the initiatives and endeav-
ours of Caritas Malaysia. Our Chris-
tian identity is both given by our 
response to the Gospels and discov-
ered as we encounter Christ in each 
other and in strangers. 

“Caritas Malaysia will be part of 

our local Church’s outreach to those 
in need, the poor, regardless of who 
they are, and what their faith is.”

The inter-diocesan collabora-
tion is to give the church-in-action 
a stronger visible presence in the 
marketplace. Uniting under one 
purpose enables the churches to lev-
erage the strength and talents of its 
diverse members from the dioceses 
in Sabah, Sarawak and Peninsular 
Malaysia, the diocesan Integral Hu-
man Development offices and other 
local social outreach groups within 
dioceses.

In addition, by being an active 
member of the international Caritas 
family and Caritas Asia, the Malay-
sian Church can also benefit from 
capacity building, regional network-
ing, and professional expertise, as 
well as working in solidarity with 
other Caritas members to serve the 
marginalised and vulnerable com-
munities within this Region.

In response to the Gospel’s call 
(Mt 25: 35-40), the Church has 
worked for and alongside the poor-
est people in the world throughout 
its history. Yet Pope Emeritus Ben-
edict XVI’s encyclical Deus Caritas 

Est, published in 2005, presented an 
official doctrine on charity for the 
first time. And it puts charity at the 
heart of the mission of the Church.

In it the Pope writes: “The 
Church’s deepest nature is ex-
pressed in her three-fold responsi-
bility: of proclaiming the word of 
God (kerygma martyria), celebrat-
ing the sacraments (leitourgia) and 
exercising the ministry of charity 
(diakonia). These duties presuppose 
each other and are inseparable.” 

Similarly, Pope Francis once said, 
“There’s no Church without char-
ity.” And like many of the popes 
before him, our Holy Father has 
repeatedly challenged us as the 
Church to be poor and for the poor. 

“But who are the ‘poor’ amongst 
us? Jesus says we will have the poor 
with us always, and it’s true. They 
are a reality we cannot deny. But 
often the poor are hidden because 
we choose not to see them. They are 
there but we don’t see them: they 
have become part of the landscape; 
they have become ‘things’ and we 
have become like the rich man who 
chooses not to see Lazarus sitting at 
his gate. 

“However, unlike the rich man, 
we must ask, ‘Who is at our gate?’ 
Who is Lazarus and where do we 
find him? This is the moment to 
hear the call of Jesus and respond.  
We need to search for and identify 
those who have been excluded from 
our table – the migrants, the refu-
gees, some forcibly displaced, with 
nowhere to call home. They too are 
our brothers and sisters. It is these 
people, and many more, who are the 
companions of Lazarus,” said Arch-
bishop Leow.

On a national level, he said we 
must call upon our leaders to put 
the children, women and men living 
in poverty at the forefront of their 
decision-making, as well as at the 
forefront of their hearts and minds.

In preparation to battle and elimi-
nate poverty, Archbishop Leow pro-
posed we look towards the parable 
of the Good Samaritan as highlight-
ed in Pope Benedict’s first encycli-
cal Deus Caritas Est. 

In it the Pope said, “Christian 
charity is first of all the simple re-
sponse to immediate needs and spe-
cific situations: feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, caring for and 

healing the sick, visiting those in 
prison, etc.”  

Next, “The Church’s charitable 
organisations, beginning with those 
of Caritas (at diocesan, national and 
international levels), ought to do 
everything in their power to provide 
the resources and above all the per-
sonnel needed for this work.” 

Thirdly, “Individuals who care 
for those in need must first be pro-
fessionally competent: they should 
be properly trained in what to do 
and how to do it and committed to 
continuing care.” 

And finally, “While professional 
competence is a primary, funda-
mental requirement, it is not of it-
self sufficient. We are dealing with 
human beings, and human beings 
always need something more than 
technically proper care. They need 
humanity. They need heartfelt con-
cern. … a ‘formation of the heart’. 
The programme of the Good Sa-
maritan, the programme of Jesus — 
is ‘a heart which sees’.”

In conclusion, Archbishop Leow 
said, “Caritas Malaysia must reflect 
the loving face of Christ who brings 
relief and comfort, respect and rec-
ognition. We must be witnesses of 
Christ’s love and we must do it with 
enthusiasm. Like the Good Samari-
tan, we must be able to bring hope 
especially to the forgotten because 
Jesus never walked past anyone 
who was suffering, and His love is 
there for those who are forgotten 
and who are pushed to the margins 
of society. Just as His mission was 
not only for the people of Israel, 
but for everyone, and just as He is 
the ‘light of the world’, so should 
it be with us as we follow in His 
footsteps. God walks the earth in 
disguise. I pray we recognise him!” 
— By Gwen Manickam

Needs of the poor have to be at 
the forefront of decision-making

President of Caritas Malaysia, 
Bishop Bernard Paul of the 

Malacca Johore Diocese, in his 
opening address, said: “We have 
come together to discover, discern, 
decide and design our future and 
our response to the “new times”. 

“It is a time to see big, think big 
and act big. It is no more you or 
I, nor we and them, nor my min-
istry and your outreach. We come 
as Church-with-a-Social Mission. 
We are the many parts of the One 
Church, the Body. Whatever min-
istry or group one belongs to, the 
world sees us as CHURCH. We 
admit that the social mission di-
mension is the weak element in the 
Malaysian Church. We have faith, 
but minimal good works. People 
say: The Catholic Church is hardly 
seen or heard ‘touching lives and 
society’ in the local scene.”

In the Malaysian Church’s 400-
year history, there has been 400 
years of charity work and outreach 
to the masses — serving needs, 
setting up structures and send-
ing forth the locals into the mis-

sion hinterland. The country was 
blessed with missionaries from 
Portugal, France and the United 
Kingdom, among others, who 
brought schools, healthcare ser-
vices, hospitals and cooperatives 
to its people.

Next came workers’ rights and 
the setting up of trade unions by 
the Young Christian Workers, and 
the Catholic Welfare Services be-
gan to unify and advance social 
concerns. The Society of St Vin-

cent de Paul continues to play a 
vital role in looking after the needs 
of the less fortunate. The seasonal 
Lenten campaign, New Commis-
sions and Ministries, the Initia-
tives of Religious Congregations, 
independent ministries like men-
tal healthcare, living skills, food 
banks and street feeding are leav-
ing their mark. Most recently, the 
natural disasters and the pandemic 
initiated the setting up of hotlines 
and the crisis management teams.

Participants of the Caritas Malaysia National Launch.

We have to be interdependent and interconnected

Bishop Bernard Paul DD participating in the online discussions.

Living in a VUCA world 
Today we are entering ‘new times’ of 
‘new normal’, ‘new needs’ and ‘new 
cries’. It is a VUCA (volatile, uncer-
tain, complex, and ambiguous) world 
out there. It is an extraordinary “mo-
ment of civilisation” that is overtaking 
us - a time of enormous expectancy 
and possibility, a time to manifest the 
loving concern for the poor, the loving 
appreciation for the needs of the world 
and loving appreciation of opportuni-
ties for accelerated development, a 
time to find ways to make things hap-
pen.

Bishop Bernard added, “It is worth 
remembering that the world of the 
apostles, after the death of Jesus was 
a VUCA world. They mourned. They 
grieved. They feared. They were filled 
with anger, doubt and confusion. But 
they came back together and prayed. 
They had seen the Risen Lord. They 
were reminded of God’s promises 
by Him. They began to adapt. They 
waited. What do we hold on to during 
challenging times? The VUCA state 
is a reality. We can perceive it as an 
enemy or a challenge or condition that 

invites all institutions and ministries 
to thrive through collaboration and 
innovation. We can become agents of 
positive change and creators of a new 
future by re-programming the acro-
nym VUCA to Vision, Understand-
ing, Clarity and Agility.”

To accomplish this he said, there is 
a price to pay: “Parishes may need to 
be more welcoming; ministries may 
lose their exclusivity and status quo, 
and the clergy may need to turun 
padang (go out into the field). At the 
diocesan level, it may need to spend 
more, re-design plans and invest in 
skilled manpower to drive this social 
mission agenda.”

Times have changed. We must 
change. “Together, by being interde-
pendent and interconnected, we can 
do it. We can manifest the human face 
of the Church to the world. May we, 
the nine dioceses together, be a com-
munion of charity. 

“Fires need fireplaces. Let us build 
up ‘fireplaces of love’ wherever we 
are, to fire up the world into a ‘com-
munion of charity’.” — By Gwen 
Manickam
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DHAKA: Three leading Catholic charities 
have launched a joint venture to assist thou-
sands of Rohingya Muslim refugees in Bang-
ladesh who fled deadly bouts of persecution 
in Rakhine state of Myanmar.

Caritas Bangladesh, Jesuit Refugee Ser-
vice (JRS) and Catholic Relief Service (CRS) 
have joined hands to support the beleaguered 

community in the refugee camps of Cox’s 
Bazar in southeast Bangladesh.

A project workshop held in Cox’s Bazar 
on Nov 15 kicked off the new project called 
Multipurpose Adolescent Centre that aims 
to assist in psychological development of 
children, counselling, skill development for 
adolescents, care for expectant mothers, child 

care and care for children with special needs.
The project, due to run until April 2021, 

will cover children aged 12-18 with possibili-
ties of an extension, officials said.

Staff from Caritas emergency response 
programme (ERP), representatives from JRS 
and CRS and officials from the state-run Ref-
ugee Relief and Repatriation Commission 
participated in evaluation of work in 2020 
and formulated a strategic plan for 2021.

Caritas has been active in refugee camps 
since 2017, when the mass exodus of Roh-
ingya started after a genocidal military crack-
down that led to more than 700,000 fleeing to 
Bangladesh.

With funding from Catholic agencies 
across the globe, Caritas has reached out to 
146,819 refugees as well as 8,641 host com-
munity members with aid including food, 

non-food items, water and sanitation in the 
past years.   

Inmanuel Chayan Biswas, head of opera-
tions of Caritas ERP, said that JRS funding 
for the project was mainly for protection sec-
tors, whereas CRS provides support for dis-
aster risk reduction, shelter and protection. In 
addition, CRS also provides for technical and 
advisory support.

In the protection sector, JRS and CRS pro-
vide funding and support for mental health 
and skill development, he noted.

“Caritas Bangladesh is very proud to work 
with two donor agencies together. They are 
providing vital support to the Rohingya com-
munity through Caritas. They are not only 
donors but also technical supporters and 
advisers for Caritas,” said Biswas. — By                    
Stephan Uttom, ucanews.com

NEW DELHI: Christian leaders have appealed 
to the Indian president and prime minister to 
help end the detention of an elderly Jesuit after 
the priest wrote to a colleague saying that his 
deteriorating health has rendered him unable to 
eat or drink without help from jail inmates.

A delegation led by Bishop Derek Fernandes 
of Belgaum handed over memoranda ad-
dressed separately to President Ram Nath Ko-
vind and Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the 
deputy commissioner of Belagavi (previously 
Belgaum) district in the southern state of Kar-
nataka on Nov 17.

It sought the leaders’ intervention for the 
release of 84-year-old Fr Stan Swamy, who 
was arrested on Oct 8 accused of sedition and 
having links with a banned Maoist group. He 
has been in jail since then and been denied bail 
twice.

“We want Fr Stan Swamy to be released 
on bail immediately on account of his dete-
riorating health and his advanced age,” Bishop 
Fernandes said, explaining the content of the 
memoranda.

More than 200 people under the banner of 
the United Christian Forum also silently dem-
onstrated in Belagavi town before handing 
over the memoranda to the district official. 

“We are peeved and concerned about his 
health as he himself has written to one of his 
priest colleagues that he needed help from oth-

ers for eating, drinking, and carrying out other 
personal needs,” said Bishop Fernandes Nov 
18.

The court has not yet responded to Fr Swa-
my’s Nov. 6 application to allow him to use a 
sipper and straw as he could not consume liq-
uids naturally because of Parkinson’s disease. 
The court has posted its next hearing for Nov 
26. 

In a letter to one of his Jesuit colleagues, the 
priest recently said he lives in a cell of about 
13 feet x 8 feet, along with two more inmates.

“It has a small bathroom and a toilet with 

an Indian commode. Fortunately, I am given a 
western commode chair,” the letter said.

The priest said that people arrested with him, 
such as Varavara Rao, Vernon Gonsalves and 
Arun Ferreira, are in another cell.

“During the day, when cells and barracks are 
opened, we meet with each other. From 5.30pm 
to 6.00am and noon to 3.00pm, I am locked up 
in my cell with two inmates,” Fr Swamy wrote.

“Arun assists me to have my breakfast and 
lunch. Vernon helps me with the bath. My two 
inmates help out during supper in washing my 
clothes and giving massage to my knee joints.”

His inmates are “from very poor families. 
Please remember my inmates and my col-
leagues in your prayers. Despite all odds, hu-
manity is bubbling in Taloja prison” in Maha-
rashtra state, the letter said.

The priest is among 16 social activists and 
lawyers arrested under the stringent Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act by the federal Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) whose role 
is to combat terror in the country.

The case linked them to a violent incident in 
Bhima-Koregaon, a town in Maharashtra, on 
Jan 1. 2018, in which one person died and sev-
eral were injured.

Fr Seby Pereira, a Jesuit colleague of Fr 
Swamy, said the elderly priest is already suf-
fering from age-related issues and many other 
diseases including Parkinson’s. 

He said that although church officials are 
convinced that Fr Swamy is innocent, they are 
not asking to free him from a trial.

“We are only seeking bail on health grounds. 
We know he has not committed any crimes. But 
we are not asking the state to drop all charges. 
Let the probe agency continue its probe. We 
want him to be released on bail so that we can 
take care of his health,” Fr Pereira said.

All the arrested activists have questioned the 
policies of the pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) that rules the federal government and 
several other states in India. — ucanews.com

Christians ask Indian leaders 
to ensure bail for elderly Jesuit 

Members of United Christian Forum stage a silent protest on Nov 17 in Belagavi town in the 
southern Indian state of Karnataka seeking the immediate release of jailed Jesuit activist Father 
Stan Swamy. (UCA News photo)
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NEW DELHI: The South Asia sub-region 
surpassed 10 million COVID-19 cases on 
Nov 19.

South Asia — consisting of India, Bang-
ladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives 
and Sri Lanka — accounts for 18 per cent of 
global cases and almost 11 per cent of global 
deaths, according to the Reuters tally.

It is the second sub-region, after North 
America, to cross the 10 million case thresh-
old.

The South Asian countries account for 23 
per cent of the world’s population of 7.59 
billion people.

India, the only Asian country among the 
top ten countries worst affected by the pan-
demic, accounts for about 90 per cent of both 
the sub-region’s cases and deaths.

India has reported a steady decline in daily 
reported cases in recent weeks. It has re-
corded a daily average of around 39,500 new 
cases over the past week, less than half the 

92,890 seven-day average in the middle of 
September.

However, experts had warned that exuber-
ant celebrations for Deepavali, the Hindu 
festival of lights, over the past weekend 
could lead to a new spike.

India’s eastern neighbour Bangladesh, the 
world’s biggest apparel producer after China, 
is South Asia’s second worst hit country with 
about 438,000 coronavirus cases. Officials 
there extended the closure of schools and 
other educational institutions amid fears of a 
second wave of infections during the winter.

Cases were on the rise again in Pakistan, 
where on Nov 13 more than 2,000 cases 
were reported in a single day for the first 
time since July. Officials responded by ban-
ning public political rallies. 

In Nepal, the number of cases passed 
200,000 with nearly half reported in the capi-
tal Kathmandu and its surrounding areas. — 
Reuters/LiCas News

Catholic charities support Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh

South Asia reaches 10 million 
COVID-19 casesRohingya children study the Quran in a makeshift Islamic school at Balukhali refugee camp in 

Cox’s Bazar of Bangladesh. (UCA News photo/Stephan Uttom/)



Cybersecurity expert urges Vatican 
to strengthen internet defences
LONDON: A cybersecurity expert 
has urged the Vatican to take imme-
diate action to strengthen its defences 
against hackers.

Andrew Jenkinson, group CEO of 
Cybersec Innovation Partners (CIP) 
in London, told CNA that he had 
contacted the Vatican in July to ex-
press concern about its vulnerability 
to cyber attacks.

He said that to date he had re-
ceived no response, despite making 
several further attempts to raise the 
issue with the appropriate Vatican 
office.

The British cybersecurity consul-
tancy approached the Vatican fol-
lowing reports in July that suspected 
Chinese state-sponsored hackers had 
targeted Vatican computer networks. 
CIP offered its services to address the 
vulnerabilities. 

In a July 31 email to the Gendar-
merie Corps of Vatican City State,  

Jenkinson suggested that the breach 
might have occurred through one of 
the Vatican’s many subdomains. 

Vatican City has a sprawling sys-
tem of websites administered by the 

Internet Office of the Holy See and 
organised under the country code 
top-level domain “.va”. The Vati-
can’s web presence has expanded 
steadily since it launched its main 

website, www.vatican.va, in 1995. 
Jenkinson sent follow-up emails 

in August and October, emphasising 
the urgency of tackling weaknesses 
in the Vatican’s cyber defences. He 
noted that www.vatican.va remained 
“not secure” months after the breach 
was reported. He also sought to con-
tact the Vatican through intermediar-
ies.

The Gendarmerie Corps con-
firmed Nov 14 that it had received 
the information sent by Jenkinson. 
Its command office said that his 
concerns “have been duly taken into 
consideration and transmitted, as far 
as their competence is concerned, to 
the offices that manage the website 
in question.”

A report released July 28 said that 
hackers had breached Vatican web-
sites in an attempt to give China an 
advantage in negotiations to renew a 
provisional deal with the Holy See.  

Researchers said they had uncov-
ered “a cyber espionage campaign at-
tributed to a suspected Chinese state-
sponsored threat activity group,” 
which they referred to as RedDelta.

The study was compiled by the In-
sikt Group, the research arm of the 
US-based cybersecurity company 
Recorded Future. 

In a follow-up analysis published 
Sept 15, the Insikt Group said that 
hackers had continued to focus on 
the Vatican and other Catholic or-
ganisations even after their activities 
were publicised in July.

It noted that RedDelta ceased its 
activities immediately after the pub-
lication of its initial report. 

“However, this was short-lived, 
and within 10 days, the group re-
turned to its targeting of the Hong 
Kong Catholic Diocese mail server, 
and within 14 days, a Vatican mail 
server,” it said. — CNA

Hackers have frequently targeted the Vatican since it first went online. (CNA 
photo/Mehaniq via Shutterstock)

Working group formed to deal with conflicts 
between Biden policies, Church teaching
WASHINGTON: Archbishop Al-
len H. Vigneron of Detroit will head 
up a special working group of the 
US bishops to address issues sur-
rounding the election of a Catholic 
president and policies that may come 
about that would be in conflict with 
Catholic teaching and the bishops’ 
priorities.

Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los 
Angeles, president of the US Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, announced 
the establishment of this working 
group at the end of the public portion 
of the Bishops’ Nov 16-17 meeting, 
held this year completely online.

Archbishop Vigneron is vice presi-
dent of the USCCB. Other mem-
bers of the working group will be 
USCCB committee chairmen in a 
number of areas where disagreement 
is expected between the Church and 
President-elect Joe Biden.

“We are facing a unique moment 
in the history of our country” with the 

election of only the second Catholic 
as president, Archbishop Gomez 
said. “This presents certain opportu-
nities but also certain challenges.”

While “the president-elect has giv-
en us reason to believe his faith com-
mitments will lead to certain policies 
that we favour,” Archbishop Gomez 
said, listing immigration, aid to refu-
gees and the poor, racial justice, capi-
tal punishment and climate change 
among them, there also is the expec-
tation that “he will support policies 
that are against some fundamental 
values we hold dear as Catholics,” 
the archbishop said. “This includes 
repeal of the Hyde Amendment and 
his support for Roe v. Wade.”

The 1973 Supreme Court Roe v. 
Wade decision allowed legal abor-
tion virtually on demand throughout 
the United States. The Hyde Amend-
ment forbids the use of federal funds 
to be used for abortions, with excep-
tions in cases of rape or incest or to 

save the life of the mother.
The USCCB’s quadrennial state-

ment Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship, Archbishop 
Gomez said, has “a preeminent pri-
ority of elimination of abortion.”

He also listed “unequal treatment 
of Catholic schools,” the Equality 
Act and the “restoration of the HHS 
mandate.”

In 2011, under the Obama admin-
istration, coverage of contraceptives 
was added by the federal Department 
of Health and Human Services to a 
list of preventive services covered by 
the Affordable Care Act that employ-
ers would cover in their employee 
health plans without requiring a co-
pay.

“These policies pose a serious 
threat to the common good when-
ever any politician supports them. 
We have long opposed these policies 
strongly and we will continue to do 
so,” Archbishop Gomez said.

“When politicians who profess the 
Catholic faith support them there are 
… problems,” Archbishop Gomez 
added. “And one of the things it cre-
ates confusion among the faithful 
about what the church actually teach-
es on these questions.”

The HHS mandate included an 
exception for houses of worship and 
offered an accommodation for reli-
gious employers whereby they could 
ask a third party to cover contracep-
tives.

In separate cases, the family-
owned Hobby Lobby Chain and the 
Little Sisters of the Poor won the 
right from the Supreme Court to be 
exempt from the mandate.

But the Little Sisters were still in 
litigation over it for years. A Trump 
administration policy exempted 
them from the mandate. It was chal-
lenged again in the courts, and in July 
of this year, the Supreme Court again 
ruled in favour of the religious order.

Also serving on the working group 
announced by Archbishop Gomez 
will be the chairmen of the USCCB 
committees on doctrine and on com-
munications.

Archbishop Gomez reminded his 
fellow bishops that after President 
Donald Trump was elected four 
years ago, there were “critical is-
sues” that needed to be addressed. 
“Then as now, the committee existed 
to address those issues and the goal 
was to emphasize our priorities and 
enhance collaboration.” — By Mark                   
Pattison, CNS

Jesuit magazine La Civiltá Cattolica praises Biden presidential victory
VATICAN: La Civiltá Cattolica, the 
Jesuit-run magazine whose publica-
tion is overseen by the Vatican’s Sec-
retary of State, has published an ar-
ticle praising the projected electoral 
victory of US presidential candidate 
Joe Biden.

“Biden is a patient, poised and 
thoughtful man; he belongs to the 
old school of Democrats. He is a 
seasoned politician, friend of many 
Republican congressmen, who in 
their hearts, probably, wished for his 
victory. He is part, as they say, of the 
‘establishment,’” according to the ar-
ticle, by Italian Jesuit Giovanni Sale. 

Earlier, US Bishops’ Conference 
president Archbishop Jose Gomez 
said at a meeting of the US bishops 
that Biden “will support policies that 
are against some fundamental values 

that we hold dear as Catholics.”
The La Civiltá Cattolica article 

was likely written ahead of Gomez’ 
remarks.

The article said of Biden that “de-
spite being a practising Catholic, he 
has never used his religious affili-
ation for reasons of political propa-
ganda, or to ‘grab’ the vote of the 
Latinos, who are far less unified than  
believed. In a time of disarray and of 
chaos, Biden reassures; he seems to 
be able to hold on to some principles 
that are in the nature of the American 
democracy. This has determined his 
victory.”

In fact, Biden campaigned heavily 
on his Catholic identity, buying print, 
radio, and television ads centred 
around his identity as a Catholic, and 
making reference to Pope Francis 

from the campaign trail and in ads.
In August, a Biden ad featured 

the former vice-president’s recollec-
tions of a meeting with Pope Fran-

cis, along with praise for religious 
sisters.

That ad came after Biden’s pledge 
to renew legal action against the Lit-
tle Sisters of the Poor, removing free-
dom of conscience protections which 
exempt the sisters from the federal 
“contraceptive mandate” initiated 
while Biden was vice president.

The Biden campaign also formed 
a “Catholics for Biden” advocacy 
group, and invited both a Catholic 
priest and a Catholic religious sister 
to offer prayers during the summer’s 
Democratic National Convention.

The La Civiltá Cattolica article, 
“The election of the 46th President 
of the United States of America,” is 
critical of President Donald Trump’s 
international policies, especially the 
rejection of both the Paris Climate 

agreement and the nuclear deal with 
Iran. It also criticises Trump’s ap-
proach to China.

“Probably Biden, in his first 100 
days of presidency, will hurry to get 
back in touch with Paris to gain the 
ground lost in terms of climate and 
global warming; with Tehran to re-
confirm — with some important 
changes — the nuclear deal; and 
with the World Health Organisation, 
in order to fight COVID-19 together 
globally,” Sale wrote.

“In turn, NATO’s traditional allies 
will feel reassured by the new demo-
cratic and decidedly pro-Atlanticist 
President, who will continue the tra-
ditional Euro-Atlantic policy of his 
predecessors. All of this will make a 
difference. And it is no small thing.” 
— CNA
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DENVER: The English and Welsh 
Bishops’ Conference has decreed 
that in the translation of the conclu-
sion of collects in the Roman Missal, 
“one” is to be omitted before “God”. 
The conclusions will now read “God, 
for ever and ever”.

The decision follows a letter sent 
earlier this year by Cardinal Robert 
Sarah, prefect of the Congregation 
for Divine Worship (CDW), ad-
dressing a concern about the English 
translation.

A Nov 9 decree signed by Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols of Westminster, and 
Fr Christopher Thomas, the president 
and general secretary, respectively, 
of the English and Welsh Bishops’ 
Conference, notes that “until now” 
in the three formulae of conclusions 
to collects, “the Latin words ‘Deus, 
per omnia sæcula sæculorum’ are 
rendered in English as ‘one God, for 
ever and ever.’”

“The addition of ‘one’ before 
‘God’ in the conclusion of the Col-
lects could be construed as mistaken 
and problematic. ‘Deus’ here refers 
to the earlier mention of ‘the Son’ 
and is a Christological, anti-Arian af-
firmation, and not directly Trinitarian 
in this context,” the decree states.

The Bishops of England and Wales 
voted “that these formulae should be 
adjusted according with the removal 
of the word ‘one’ from the conclu-

sion of the Collect.”
The most common formula, used 

when a collect is addressed to the 
Father, will read: “Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.”

The correction will take effect in 
the dioceses of England and Wales 
from Nov 29, the First Sunday of 
Advent.

An explanatory note added that 
the decision is “in harmony” with the 
Bishops’ Conferences in Scotland 
and Ireland, “as well as with other 
English-speaking territories”.

The addition of “one” before 
“God” “could serve to undermine 
the statement of the unique dignity 
of the Son within the Trinity”, or 
“could be interpreted as saying that 
Jesus is ‘one God,’” the explanatory 
note stated.

“Either or both of these interpreta-
tions is injurious to the faith of the 
Church.”

Continuing, the note said that the 
insertion of “one” before God “risks 
suggesting that Jesus became a god 
independent of the Blessed Trinity 
and is one god among many ... what 
we pray needs to express what the 
Church believes, requiring that, in 
liturgical formulae, we uphold the 
doctrine of the Blessed Trinity.”

The Trinitarian doxology that con-

cludes the collects “emphasises the 
divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Second Person of the Blessed Trin-
ity, who as the Incarnate Son, inter-
cedes on our behalf to the Father ... 
thus, the Son’s role of priestly media-
tion is made clear.”

The explanatory note says the 
phrase was adopted in the fourth 
century “as a means to combat the 
Arian heresy,” which held that Jesus 
Christ became God, rather than hav-
ing been God eternally.

Moreover, the note adds, “one” 
is not used in the translations of the 
conclusion in French, German, Ital-
ian, Spanish, or Portuguese: “The 
English translation has, therefore, 

diverged from those of other major 
language groups.”

The English and Welsh bishops’ 
explanatory note said that “since the 
addition of the word ‘one’” could 
obscure prayer and thus belief, the 
Congregation for Divine Worship 
“has ruled it should no longer be 
used in the translation of these texts 
into English.”

Cardinal Sarah wrote to the presi-
dents of English-speaking episcopal 
conferences about the translation 
problem May 13.

This was followed up by a May 27 
letter from the chairman of the Inter-
national Commission on English in 
the Liturgy which clarified, Cardinal 

Nichols wrote, that bishops’ confer-
ences determine “how and when the 
proposed change is made.”

The explanatory note added that 
“it is for Episcopal Conferences, 
through ICEL, to decide how best 
to translate these formulae in order 
to safeguard both their Trinitarian 
nature, and their profession of the di-
vinity of the Son.”

By his 2017 motu proprio Mag-
num principium, Pope Francis grant-
ed episcopal conferences a greater 
share of responsibility in the transla-
tion of liturgical texts relative to the 
Congregation for Divine Worship.

The executive director of the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Secretariat of Divine Worship, Fr 
Andrew Menke, said that Cardinal 
Sarah’s letter has been discussed 
by the conference’s divine worship 
committee, who “will probably dis-
cuss the question again” at their next 
meeting, in January.

The USCCB has been approv-
ing new translations of components 
of the Liturgy of the Hours, a new 
translation of the Roman Missal hav-
ing been adopted in 2011.

At its 2019 fall general assembly, 
the conference voted overwhelm-
ingly to approve the ICEL grey 
book translation of the hymns of the 
Liturgy of the Hours. — By Carl                    
Bunderson, CNA

English bishops adjust liturgical 
translation, following concern of  CDW

Archbishop John Wilson of Southwark says Mass at St George’s Cathedral, 
Southwark. (CNA photo/Mazur via cbcew.org.uk)

ROME: In 2020, the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Fatima in Portugal has lost 
scores of pilgrims and, with them, 
large amounts of revenue, amid 
coronavirus travel restrictions which 
have kept foreigners away.

Spokeswoman Carmo Rodeia 
said that the small number of pil-
grims has had “a profound impact 
on donations” to the shrine, with a 
drop of 47 per cent.

The shrine has continued its li-
turgical celebrations throughout the 
pandemic, but was forced to close to 
pilgrims from mid-March to the end 
of May. Masses and rosaries at the 
shrine have been livestreamed.

In October, one of the Marian 
shrine’s two busiest months of the 
year, it was able to welcome 6,000 
people with mask-wearing and 
enforced distancing in its central 
square. But it was still a much lower 
attendance than usual and included 
very few foreigners, Rodeia said.

In October 2019, the site had 733 
pilgrim groups, 559 of which were 
from outside Portugal, Rodeia said. 
In October 2020, it had 20 groups, 
all from Portugal.

In May, the shrine was forced to 
mark its May 13 anniversary of the 
1917 Marian apparitions without the 
public for the first time in its history. 

This month, measures against the 
spread of the coronavirus will tight-
en in Portugal, with a weekend cur-

few from 1.00pm to 5.00am, which 
Rodeia said meant that the shrine 
would only be able to offer morning 
Mass on Sunday, starting Nov 22.

“This is the worst thing: we don’t 
have pilgrims,” she said, explain-
ing that in 2019 the shrine had 6.2 
million visitors. The shrine exists 
for pilgrims, she added, and “they 
are the most important reason to be 
open.”

Despite the loss in income, the 
pilgrimage site has not parted ways 
with any of its around 300 employ-
ees, Rodeia said, noting that the 
shrine has had to be creative with 
work duties and use “responsible 
administration” to keep everyone 
working.

Additionally, the Fatima shrine 
has increased its help to the local 
community, with its social assis-
tance increasing 60 per cent in 2020.

The shrine provides help to the 
town of Fatima and churches in 
need around the world, especially 
those dedicated to Our Lady of Fa-
tima, the spokeswoman said.

She explained that the loss of pil-
grims affected the whole commu-
nity, since locals rely on visitors for 
their work and livelihoods. Many 
hotels and restaurants in the city of 
around 12,000 have closed, costing 
people their jobs. People in need 
“come to the shrine and the shrine 
supports them,” Rodeia said. — By 
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

Fatima shrine increases charitable 
outreach even as donations fall by half

The Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal

VATICAN: Despite quickly shifting 
travel restrictions in place during the 
global pandemic, the majority of car-
dinals-designate were planning to at-
tend the Vatican ceremony to receive 
their red hats and cardinal’s rings.

Several have had to plan ahead to 
prepare for the big day, for example, 
Cardinal-designate Wilton D. Greg-
ory of Washington arrived in Rome 
early so he could quarantine for 10 
days before the Nov 28 ceremony.

Cardinal-designate Celestino Aos 
Braco, the 75-year-old archbishop of 
Santiago, Chile, was also quarantin-
ing as a precautionary measure, stay-
ing at the Domus Sanctae Marthae, 
the residence where Pope Francis 
lives.

Others had to plan other ceremo-
nies as well, planning to be ordained a 
bishop — normally a prerequisite for 
priests before they are elevated to the 
rank of cardinal.

For example, 80-year-old Cardinal-
designate Enrico Feroci, who spent 
56 years as a priest in Rome, received 
his episcopal ordination Nov 15 — 
the World Day of the Poor, a date he 
found significant because of his many 
years serving the poor through his 
parishes and as a former director of 
Rome’s Caritas.

Cardinal-designate Mauro Gam-
betti, a 55-year-old Conventual Fran-
ciscan and former custos of the Sa-
cred Convent of Assisi, was to have 
his episcopal ordination Nov 22 in the 

Basilica of St Francis of Assisi.
The one priest who requested and 

received a dispensation from the Pope 
to not be ordained a bishop was Car-
dinal-designate Raniero Cantalames-
sa, the 86-year-old preacher of the 
papal household.

The Capuchin priest said he wanted 
to shun all signs of a higher office, 
preferring to be laid to rest upon his 
death in the robes of a Franciscan, he 
said.

The office of a bishop, he said, “is 
to be a shepherd and a fisherman. 
At my age, there is little I can do as 
a ‘shepherd’ but, on the other hand, 
what I can do as a fisherman is to keep 
proclaiming the word of God.”

According to canon law, cardinals 
are created by the Pope’s decree and 
Church law does not insist that the 
new cardinal be present, although 
traditionally the consistory includes a 
public profession of faith by the new 
cardinals.

Although they wanted to attend the 
ceremony, Cardinals-designate Jose 
F. Advincula of Capiz, Philippines, 
68, and Cornelius Sim, apostolic vic-
ar of Brunei, 69, both cancelled their 
trips to Rome due to the pandemic.

As of Nov 19, the travel plans were 
unclear for 62-year-old Archbishop 
Antoine Kambanda of Kigali, Rwan-
da, and retired Bishop Felipe Ariz-
mendi Esquivel, 80, of San Cristobal 
de las Casas, Mexico. — By Carol 
Glatz, CNS

Majority of cardinals-designate 
expected to attend consistory
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President-elect Biden 
pledges to increase the US 
refugee ceiling to 125,000
WASHINGTON: On the same day he spoke 
to Pope Francis, President-elect Joseph R. 
Biden Jr. delivered a message to a Jesuit 
refugee organisation in which he announced 
that he would follow through on a campaign 
promise to dramatically increase the number 
of refugees resettled in the United States fol-
lowing drastic cuts by the outgoing Trump 
administration.

“The United States has long stood as a 
beacon of hope for the downtrodden and 
the oppressed, a leader in resettling refugees 
and our humanitarian response. I promise, as 
president, I’ll reclaim that proud legacy for 
our country,” Mr Biden said, speaking via a 
video he recorded to commemorate the 40th 
anniversary of the Jesuit Refugee Service. 
“The Biden-Harris administration will restore 
America’s historic role in protecting the vul-
nerable and defending the rights of refugees 
everywhere.”

Earlier, the Biden-Harris transition team 
announced that Mr Biden spoke to Pope 
Francis on the telephone, thanking him for 
his congratulations and vowing to find areas 
of common ground between the United States 
and the Holy See, including fighting climate 
change and advocating for protections for mi-

grants and refugees.
Beginning in 1980, US presidents were 

required to set a cap for the number of refu-
gees the United States would resettle. That 
year, the cap was 231,000. In the final year 
of his presidency, President Barack Obama 
set a cap at 110,000. President Trump slashed 
that number in half during the first year of his 
presidency and decreased it each subsequent 
year. It currently stands at 15,000 for 2021, 
and under Mr Trump, Canada has eclipsed 

the United States as the leader in resettling 
people fleeing war and violence. Around the 
world, conflict and hunger have displaced a 
record 80 million people.

Mr Biden pledged to change that, promis-
ing that his administration will increase the 
cap for resettling refugees in the United States 
to 125,000. Since 2000, the cap has hovered 
between 70,000 and 80,000.

“As we speak, refugees and immigrants 
are working on the frontiers of this devastat-
ing pandemic as doctors, nurses, researchers, 
farmworkers,” Mr Biden said. “We’re a safer, 
stronger, better country because of their con-
tributions. Together we must all work toward 
a more resilient, inclusive and hopeful future 
for our world.”

The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) was 
founded in 1980 to help resettle refugees flee-
ing Vietnam. Today, JRS works in more than 
50 countries providing health care, access to 
education and legal protection. Arturo Sosa, 
SJ, the superior general of the Society of Je-
sus, announced that the Jesuits will donate $1 
million to JRS “to further recognise our com-
mitment to forcibly displaced persons around 
the world.” — By Michael J. O’Loughlin, 
America

President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr

Joe Biden praises 
the work of JRS
WASHINGTON: 
Nov 14 marks the 
date that Fr Pedro 
Arrupe SJ (pic) 
founded the Jesuit 
Refugee Service 
in 1980.  40 years 
later, JRS contin-
ues to promote his 
ministry of “being 
with rather than do-
ing for” our refugee 
sisters and brothers throughout the world.

In a video message, the President-elect of 
United States of America, Joe Biden, spoke of 
his joy for joining the celebration of the 40th 
anniversary of the Jesuits Refugee Service, an 
“organisation founded to serve the needs of 
some of the most vulnerable among us, refu-
gees and displaced people.”

“The United States has long stood as a 
beacon of hope for the downtrodden and 
the oppressed, a leader of resettling refugees 
in our humanitarian response. I promise, as 
president, I will reclaim that proud legacy for 
our country. The Biden-Harris administration 
will restore America’s historic role in protect-
ing the vulnerable and defending the rights of 
refugees everywhere and raising our annual 
refugee admission target to 125,000”, he said.

The Mission of JRS is to accompany, serve, 
and advocate the cause of refugees and other 
forcibly displaced people, that they may heal, 
learn and determine their own future. — AOC 
Communication

Here is the link for the video message: 
https://vimeo.com/478530240

Vatican official marks anniversary of ‘martyred’ Jesuits
VATICAN: The recent conviction of a for-
mer Salvadoran colonel for the murder of 
five Spanish Jesuit priests during the civil 
war in El Salvador is a major step forward 
on the path of gaining justice and healing 
old wounds, Cardinal Michael Czerny said.

In a Nov 16 message commemorating 
the 31st anniversary of the Spanish Jesuits, 
a Salvadoran Jesuit and two women, Car-
dinal Czerny, undersecretary for the Vati-
can’s Migrants and Refugees Section, said 
the conviction was also a “vindication for 
the victims” of the El Mozote massacre, in 
which 800 civilians were murdered by the 
Salvadoran army in 1981.

“In front of these events and the small 
steps that have been taken, it is worth re-
membering the words of Pope Francis in 
Fratelli Tutti, his most recent encyclical: 
‘Goodness, together with love, justice and 
solidarity, are not achieved once and for 
all; they have to be realised each day,'” he 
wrote.

According to the United Nations, over 
75,000 people died during El Salvador’s 
bloody 12-year civil war, many of whom 
were killed by government-sanctioned 
death squads.

In a Sept 11 Spanish court ruling, for-
mer Col. Inocente Orlando Montano, 77, 
was found to have planned and ordered the 
murders of the five Jesuits priests — all 
Spanish nationals — Nov 16, 1989, at their 
residence on the Central American Univer-
sity campus.

The five Spaniards were Fr Ignacio El-
lacuria, university rector, along with Frs 
Ignacio Martín-Baro, Juan Ramón More-
no, Amando López and Segundo Montes. 
Salvadoran Jesuit Fr Joaquín López and 
Julia Elba Ramos, a housekeeper, and her 
teenage daughter Celina, were also killed 
in the attack.

Soon after the murders, Cardinal Czerny, 
then a Jesuit priest, took over the position 
of one of the slain Jesuits, becoming direc-
tor of the university’s Human Rights Insti-
tute.

The court could rule only on the cases of 
the five Spanish Jesuits as a condition of 
Montano’s 2017 extradition to Spain from 
the United States, where he was residing.

Montano, who appeared at his Madrid 
trial in a wheelchair, was sentenced to 133 
years, four months and five days in prison 
— 26 years, eight months and one day for 
each murder.

In his message, Cardinal Czerny said 
that while the anniversary of “our martyrs” 
comes in “a very different global and local 
context from previous years,” it is never-
theless a reality that must always “be con-
fronted with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

“We are in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has forced us to change 
many of our social, economic, educational 

and religious practices, affecting without a 
doubt the poorest people and exacerbating 
the inequality and injustice that we already 
suffer,” the Canadian cardinal said.

He also said that the recent Tropical 
Storm Eta, which has devastated Central 
America, was “caused or aggravated by 
our irresponsible human activity toward 
creation” and serves as a reminder to fol-
low the example of the martyred Jesuits 
who gave their lives in defence of the poor 
and the vulnerable.

Cardinal Czerny said Christians may 
find the answers to the challenges facing 
today’s society in the Pope’s recent encyc-
lical on fraternity and social friendship.

“The Holy Father challenges us with 
the imperative that our martyrs also made 
theirs at the time and which we celebrate 
today,” he said. “Only by identifying with 
the least ones will I become the brother 
and sister of all.” — By Junno Arocho                          
Esteves, CNA

A memorial marker shows the engraved names of the six Jesuit priests who were killed in 
San Salvador, El Salvador, Nov 16, 1989. (CNS photo/Luis Galdamez, Reuters)

Dr Anthony Fauci 
praises the work of the 
Jesuit Refugee Service
Joining President-elect 

Biden in offering well-
wishes to JRS was Dr                     
Anthony Fauci (pic), the 
head of the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases and a mem-
ber of the White House’s 
coronavirus taskforce. Dr. 
Fauci, a graduate of a Jesuit 
high school and college, praised the work of JRS, and 
he urged America not to use the pandemic as an excuse 
to limit its commitment to refugee resettlement.

“Amidst the ongoing difficulties of the pandemic, 
we must not lose sight of the ongoing imperative to 
attend to their basic human rights and needs, such as 
health care,” Dr Fauci said.

Dr Fauci became an unlikely point of contention 
during the bruising presidential campaign. President 
Trump, who has not attended a coronavirus task force 
meeting in months, even as the United States is on 
track to see more than 400,000 deaths this year, toyed 
with the idea of firing Dr Fauci. As a candidate, Mr 
Biden pledged to rely on Dr Fauci’s advice in order to 
help combat the virus. Dr Fauci and Mr Biden have not 
been in communication following Mr Biden’s victory.

During his brief remarks, Dr Fauci also praised his 
Jesuit education.

“Certain tenets of the Jesuit tradition have sustained 
me throughout my life and career in public service, 
including the Jesuit emphasis on social justice and 
service to others. And now is the time, if ever there 
was one, for us to care selflessly about one another,” 
he said.

He added: “The consequences of coronavirus infec-
tion compel us to restrain our natural human instincts, 
a touch, a smile, a hug, a helping hand. Yet, as your 
organisation has demonstrated so well, we must not let 
the virus limit our humanity and compassion.” — By 
Michael J. O’Loughlin, America
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Five COVID-19 vaccines in development use cell lines 
derived from aborted fetuses in order to produce the 

vaccines themselves.
Recent news reports about the origin of these COV-

ID-19 vaccines, as well as discussion at the annual meet-
ing of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  
on the ethical ramifications of vaccines whose develop-
ment involved the use of aborted foetuses. This issue was 
thrust back into the spotlight a little more than a month af-
ter it first became a prominent question — when President 
Donald J. Trump contracted COVID-19 and was given 
two medications whose efficacy was tested with cells pro-
cured from an aborted foetus in 1972. One bishop argued 
that one of the most publicised potential vaccines, from 
Moderna, is derived from cells from aborted foetal tissue, 
a claim that turned out to be false. 

However, a stickier question arises in the realm of moral 
theology: 

Can a person who truly believes in the sanctity of life 
from conception to natural death make use of any treat-
ment derived from cells whose origin was an aborted foe-
tus?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church makes the 
Church’s position on abortion clear: “Direct abortion, that 
is to say, abortion willed either as an end or a means, is 
gravely contrary to the moral law,” and “[s]ince it must be 
treated from conception as a person, the embryo must be 
defended in its integrity, cared for, and healed, as far as 
possible, like any other human being.” Indeed, according 
to Church teaching, whoever directly participates in pro-
curing an abortion is automatically excommunicated. But 
back to our question: Can a Catholic make use of medical 
treatments derived from a procured abortion?

The answer is a familiar one: It’s complicated.
The long answer entails the use of terms not usually 

heard around the water cooler: Formal cooperation with 
evil; material cooperation,  both remote and proximate; 
active and passive material cooperation with evil. But the 
short answer is the most helpful one: If you can avoid 
using medical treatments derived from foetal cells, you 
should. If there isn’t another practical option without 
grave health risks, the Catholic Church considers it mor-
ally acceptable for you to take advantage of medical treat-
ment derived from foetal cells.

“The case of using vaccines produced using cells 
from aborted foetuses runs like this: Vaccinating oneself 
against a deadly disease is usually part of good steward-
ship of one’s health,” Lisa Fullam, a professor of moral 
theology at the Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara 
University in Berkeley, Calif., told America over email. 
“The moral remoteness of the question of receiving a vac-
cine grown on cells derived from an abortion decades ago 
compared to the moral urgency of stopping spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic with a safe and effective vaccine 
makes it permissible at least, and perhaps even obligato-
ry,” Fullam commented. “Even more will die if we refuse 
a vaccine for reasons other than safety or efficacy. While 
some might refuse a vaccine or other treatment on ‘pro-
life’ grounds, in fact many more will die if we refuse a 
vaccine that will be produced despite those who object to 
its provenance — and that is not being pro-life.”

Pope Francis might say, the secret is not to flee from the 
vexing moral questions of life, but to approach them in a 
spirit of discernment. — By James T. Keane, America

Vaccines against 
COVID-19
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VATICAN: An eventual vaccine for 
COVID-19 would belong to the world 
and should not be hoarded greedily by 
countries hosting the lab or labs that de-
velop it, Pope Francis said.

“The (coronavirus) vaccine cannot be 
the property of the country of the labo-
ratory that discovered it or of a group of 
countries that were allied for this,” he 
said. “If this were so, we would not have 
learned anything from so much suffer-
ing,” the Pope said in an interview with 
the Spanish edition of the magazine Il 
Mio Papa (My Pope) published Oct 7.

Vatican News, as well as the Spanish 
newspaper ABC, published excerpts of 
the interview.

“The vaccine is the patrimony of hu-
manity, of all humanity, it is universal; 
because the health of our peoples, as 
the pandemic has taught us, is a com-
mon heritage, it belongs to the common 
good,” he said.

As of Nov 20, more than 57 million 
people worldwide have been infected, 
according to Worldometer, a statisti-
cal site monitoring the pandemic. As a 
result, countries around the world have 
been racing to discover a vaccine for the 
disease, which has claimed the lives of 
more than 1.3 million people.

The Pope told Il Mio Papa that hear-
ing about the “sometimes inhuman 
way” many victims died, alone and with 
no loved ones at their side, “was very 
painful.”

Amid that sorrow, however, there 
were also stories of compassion, par-

ticularly those involving nurses who 
helped elderly victims contact their 
loved ones before their death, he noted.

When asked to predict what a post-
pandemic world would look like, the 
Pope said that it is still uncertain wheth-
er “we will come out better or worse,” 
but it depends “on the decisions that we 
make during the crisis.”

Paraphrasing a quote from Protes-
tant theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
the Pope said that “the problem is not 
how we figure out how to get out of this 
problem, but rather what way of life we 
will leave to the future generation.”

“If at this moment we only think 

about how to fix our situation and look 
to ‘zafar,’ (‘to get by’), as we say in Ar-
gentina, then we are centred only on 
ourselves, humanly barren because we 
do not know how to commit ourselves 
to the fruitfulness of the future,” the 
Pope said.

“We must be responsible for the fu-
ture, for preparing the land for others to 
work,” Pope Francis said. “And this is 
the culture we must develop in the pan-
demic, according to this great principle 
that no one is the same after a crisis. 
We either come out worse or better; but 
never the same.” — By Junno Arocho 
Esteves, CNS

Eventual coronavirus 
vaccine should 
belong to everyone

A health worker injects a volunteer with an experimental COVID-19 vaccine during 
Phase III trials in late September at a hospital in Kocaeli, Turkey. In an interview with 
a Spanish magazine, Pope Francis said a potential vaccine for COVID-19 belongs to 
all of humanity and must not “be the property of the country of the laboratory that 
discovered it or of a group of countries that were allied for this.” (CNS photo/Murad 
Sezer, Reuters)
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Catholics and Vaccinations
The moral principles are clear: everyone 

is obliged to take care of his health, and 
parents also have the duty of caring for their 
children’s health. That is part of the Fifth 
Commandment.

When it comes to vaccinations there are 
many opinions, some based on fact and oth-
ers based on fear or a mix of the two, and 
good parents look for guidance and won-
der who they can trust. Clearly, vaccina-
tions against measles and polio have saved 
countless lives and improved the health and 
living conditions of many millions over the 
past 50 years. That is an undisputed fact. 
However, when I was a child, kids my age 
received only a couple of vaccines. Today, 
it is standard to receive many vaccines.

With the reality of the unexplained gen-
esis of autism, some parents worry that 
vaccinations might be part of the cause, 
even though this has not been scientifically 
proven. Additionally, it is well documented 
that the origin of some standard vaccines 
currently in use can be traced to cells of 
aborted children, and that in itself is repug-
nant. However, expert bioethicists accred-
ited to the Vatican have studied these issues 
in depth and have stated that a Catholic in 
good conscience can receive a vaccination 
of this kind.

Perhaps the most useful statement on this 
issue can be found at the National Catholic 
Bioethics Committee website (www.ncb-
center.org), copied here, in part:

What is the Church’s teaching about 
the use of certain vaccines that have 
a distant historical association with 
abortion?
There are a number of vaccines 
that are made in descendent cells of 
aborted foetuses. Abortion is a grave 
crime against innocent human life. 
We should always ask our physician 
whether the product he proposes for 
our use has an historical association 
with abortion. We should use an alter-
native vaccine if one is available.

Are there any vaccines for which 
there are no alternatives?
Unfortunately, at present there are no 
alternative vaccines available in the 
United States against rubella (German 
measles), varicella (chickenpox), and 
hepatitis A. All of these are grown in 
the cell lines WI-38 and/or MRC-5. 
(See note #7 of the statement from the 
Pontifical Academy for Life for a list-
ing of vaccines and their source).

What do I do if there is no alternative 
to a vaccine produced from these cell 
lines?
One is morally free to use the vaccine 
despite its historical association with 
abortion. The reason is that the risk 

to public health, if one chooses not to 
vaccinate, outweighs the legitimate 
concern about the origins of the vac-
cine. This is especially important for 
parents, who have a moral obligation 
to protect the life and health of their 
children and those around them.

What support is there in Church 
teaching for this position?
A statement from the Pontifical Acad-
emy for Life issued in 2005 holds that 
one may use these products, despite 
their distant association with abortion, 
at least until such time as new vaccines 
become available.

Am I free to refuse to vaccinate my-
self or my children on the grounds of 
conscience?
One must follow a certain conscience 
even if it errs, but there is a responsi-
bility to inform one’s conscience prop-
erly. There would seem to be no proper 
grounds for refusing immunization 
against dangerous contagious dis-
ease, for example, rubella, especially 
in light of the concern that we should 
all have for the health of our children, 
public health, and the common good. 
— By Fr Francis Hoffman, Simply               
Catholic

FAQ on the Use of Vaccines
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The development of a vaccine against COV-
ID-19 would be an important breakthrough 
to protect people from the scourge of this 
virulent virus which has caused a global pan-
demic and led to huge loss of life as well as 
stretching healthcare systems to their limits. 
Pope Francis has called for a successful and 
safe COVID-19 vaccine to be ‘universal for 
everyone.’[1] When a successful vaccine is 
produced, there will therefore be the further 
challenge of mass production, distribution, 
and availability, especially for the poor of the 
world, as well as the need to establish its long-
term effects.

We are living with a new awareness of 
the fragility of being human in the world of 
COVID-19. The first response for Catholics is 
to pray for an end to the pandemic, for the re-
lief of suffering, for healthcare professionals, 
for the bereaved and the dead, as well as for 
the discovery of an ethically sourced effective 
vaccine.

Concern has been expressed by some Cath-
olics, and others, about the potential sources 
of a new vaccine since some vaccines have 
been developed in cell-lines which have their 
origin in tissues taken from human foetal tis-
sue.[2] Other ethical issues include rigorous 
testing of the proposed vaccine and individual 
consent both for the experimental medicine 
which tests the vaccine on individuals and for 
the vaccine itself, and justice in access to the 
vaccine when it becomes available.

Bishop Sherrington wrote to the Parliamen-
tary Undersecretary of State for Health asking 
for clarification from the department about the 
potential sources of a vaccination. He sought 
reassurance that the department will promote 

research into a vaccine derived from a source 
which would not be ethically problematic for 
Catholics and which does not involve moral 
complicity in abortion. Such a vaccine would 
appeal to the conscience of Catholics and oth-
ers who hold strong views against abortion.

A response has now been received from the 
Department for Health and Social Care which 
recognises that the source of the vaccine raises 
moral concerns and gives assurance that no 
new human foetal issue will be used in mak-
ing the vaccine although cell-lines developed 
from the remains of aborted foetuses in the 
past are being researched by some institu-
tions. The Department has also given assur-
ances that any vaccine which is developed 
will be safe and effective.

Principles
Catholic teaching protects the good of every 
life and the health of all and teaches that one 
must not do harm to another.[3] A vaccine will 
seek to protect the whole of society from this 
virulent virus. Individuals should welcome 
the vaccine not only for the sake of their own 
health but also out of solidarity with others, 
especially the most vulnerable.

The Catholic Church respects life in the 
womb from conception and at every stage of 
its subsequent development. The Church rec-
ognises moral complicity in the use of tissue 
and cells from aborted foetuses for research 
and is opposed to such use. The remains of 
human embryos and foetuses deserve the re-
spect due to the remains of other human be-
ings. The Church teaches that there must be 
no complicity in direct abortion and the risk 
of scandal should be avoided.[4]

Catholics have a responsibility to voice 
their concerns about the origin of vaccines 
and argue that research and funding should 
be directed to sourcing a vaccine in an ethi-
cally sound way. If this is not possible, many 
Catholics and others will experience moral 
distress when faced with a choice of reject-
ing vaccination, either for themselves or their 
children, with its serious and life-threatening 
consequences, or seeming to be complicit in 
abortion. We hope that the government will 
ensure that ethically sourced vaccines are also 
available.[5]

The seriousness of the question has led 
to examination of the use of cell-lines from 
aborted foetuses both by the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), Dignitatis 
personae (2008)[6] and the Pontifical Acad-
emy for Life (2005)[7], (2017)[8]. The CDF 
document recognises that there are ‘differing 
degrees of responsibility’ for those who use 
the human ‘biological material’ of illicit ori-
gin, i.e. we must differentiate between those 
who use tissue directly from an abortion, re-
searchers who use derived material, and those 
who may benefit from a vaccine produced 
from such material. Different degrees of re-
sponsibility imply different degrees of moral 
complicity. These distinctions are important 
as we live in an imperfect world in which 
we may benefit from the wrongful actions of 
others. The Instruction continues: “Grave rea-
sons may be morally proportionate to justify 
the use of such ‘biological material’. Thus, 
for example, danger to the health of children 
could permit parents to use a vaccine which 
was developed using cell lines of illicit origin, 
while keeping in mind that everyone has the 

duty to make known their disagreement and 
to ask that their healthcare system make other 
types of vaccines available. Moreover, in or-
ganizations where cell lines of illicit origin are 
being utilized, the responsibility of those who 
make the decision to use them is not the same 
as that of those who have no voice in such a 
decision.” (CDF, Dignitatis personae 35).[9]

Educating Conscience
Each Catholic needs to educate his or her 
conscience on this matter in the light of the 
above principles. Research towards and use 
of an ethically sourced vaccine is the goal 
which we desire. If this is not achievable and 
widely available for all people, the Church 
recognises that there may be ‘grave reasons’ 
for using a vaccine which is developed from 
cell-lines associated with the unethical ex-
ploitation of the human remains of an aborted 
child in the past.

The prudent judgement of conscience will 
depend on responsibilities to others, as well 
as personal health and protection of human 
life. Whilst many may in good conscience 
judge that they will accept such a vaccine, 
some may in good conscience judge that they 
will not. If the choice is made not to receive 
this vaccination, then the person must make 
other provision to mitigate the risk of harm 
to the life or health of others and to his or her 
own life and health.

Department for Social Justice
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales

September 24, 2020

UK Bishops on ethical concerns 
of potential COVID-19 vaccine

VATICAN: Since the start of the Corona-
virus outbreak, thousands of people have 
either fallen ill or lost their lives to this 
virulent virus. Medical services have been 
stretched to their limits.

Hopes are being pinned on the develop-
ment of a vaccine to protect society from 
the disease.

Ethical issues
In a statement issued Sept 24, the Depart-
ment of Social Justice of the Bishops’ Con-
ference of England and Wales looks at the 
ethical issues surrounding the development 
and distribution of a vaccine.

These include “cell-lines which have 
their origin in tissues taken from human 
foetal tissue, as well as issues that may arise 
from testing, consent and justice.”

It stresses “Catholics have a responsibili-
ty to voice their concerns about the origin of 
vaccines and argue that research and fund-
ing should be directed to sourcing a vaccine 
in an ethically sound way.”

It goes on to say, “If this is not possible, 
many Catholics and others will experience 
moral distress when faced with a choice of 
rejecting vaccination, either for themselves 
or their children with its serious and life-
threatening consequences, or seeming to be 
complicit in abortion.”

The statement expresses the hope that 
the government “will ensure that ethically 
sourced vaccines are also available.”

The Bishops note that the “seriousness of 
the question” has led to examination of the 
use of cell-lines from aborted foetuses both 
by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith and the Pontifical Academy for Life.

A vaccine for the good of society
As companies work to develop a vaccine 
for COVID-19, the statement underlines 
that “Catholic teaching protects the good of 
every life and the health of all and teaches 
that one must not do harm to another.”

It also notes that Pope Francis has called 
for a successful and safe COVID-19 vac-

cine to be “universal for everyone.”
As the development of a vaccine contin-

ues, the statement says, individuals should 
welcome the vaccine not only for them-
selves and their own health but for the good 

of society as a whole and especially “the 
most vulnerable.” — Vatican News

l See below for the full text of the state-
ment

COVID-19 and Vaccination
CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES

DEPARTMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

A laboratory technician working on COVID-19 vaccine. (Vatican News photo)
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Does the earth feel pain? 
Can it groan and cry 
out to God? Can the 

earth curse us for our crimes?
It would seem so, and not 

just because ecologists, moral-
ists, and Pope Francis are say-
ing so. Scripture itself seems to 
say so. 

There are some very reveal-
ing lines in the exchange be-
tween Cain and God, after 
Cain murdered his brother 
Abel. Asked where his broth-
er was, Cain tells God that he 
doesn’t know and that he’s 
not responsible for his broth-
er. But God says to him: Your 
brother’s blood cries out to me 
from the ground. Now you are 
cursed from the ground which 
has opened its mouth to receive 
your brother’s blood from your 
hand. When you will till the 
ground, it will no longer yield 
to you its strength. 

Your brother’s blood cries 
out to me from the ground … 
and from now on the ground 
will curse you!  Is this a meta-
phor or a literal truth? Is the 
ground we walk on, till and 
plant seeds in, build highways 
and parking lots over, and call 
“Mother Earth, nothing other 
than simple dumb, lifeless, 

speechless, brute matter which 
is totally immune to the suffer-
ing and pain that humans and 
other sentient beings feel or in-
deed to the violence we some-
times inflict on it? Can the 
earth cry out to God in frustra-
tion and pain? Can it curse us?

A recent, wonderfully pro-
vocative book by Mark L. Wal-
lace entitled When God was a 
Bird – Christianity, Animism, 
and the Re-Enchantment of 
the Word would say, yes, the 
world can and does feel pain 
and it can and does curse us for 
causing that pain. For Wallace, 
what God says to Cain about 
the earth crying out because it 
is soaked in murderous blood 
is more than a metaphor, more 
than just a spiritual teaching. 
It also expresses an ontologi-
cal truth in that there is a real 
causal link between moral de-
generation and ecological de-
generation. We’re not the only 
ones who bear the consequenc-
es of sin, — the earth does too. 

Here’s how Wallace puts it:  
“The earth is not dumb matter, 
an inanimate object with no ca-
pacity of feeling and sentiment, 
but a spirited and vulnerable 
living being who experiences 
the terrible and catastrophic 

loss of Abel’s death. Its heart 
is broken and its mouth agape, 
Earth ‘swallows’, in the text’s 
startling imagery, mouthfuls 
of Abel’s blood. … Bubbling 
up from the red earth, Abel’s 
cries signalled not only that 
Cain had murdered his brother 
but that he had done lasting, 
perhaps irreparable, violence 
to the earth as well. … [Now] 
wounded and bloodied, Earth 
strikes back. Earth has its re-
venge. Earth does not passive-
ly acquiesce to Cain’s attacks 
and stand by and watch his 
gory rampage proceed with im-
punity. On the contrary, Earth 
retaliates and ‘inflicts a curse’ 
on Cain by ‘withholding its 

bounty’ from this farmer-killer 
who now must roam the land 
unprotected and without secu-
rity.” The earth now refuses to 
give its bounty to Cain.

What Wallace affirms here is 
predicated on two beliefs, both 
true. First, everyone and eve-
rything on this planet, sentient 
and non-sentient being alike, 
are all part of one and the same 
supreme living organism with-
in which every part ultimately 
affects all the other parts in a 
real way. Second, whenever we 
treat the earth (or each other) 
badly, the earth retaliates and 
withholds its strength and 
bounty from us, not just meta-
phorically but in a very real 
way. 

Perhaps no one puts this more 
poignantly that John Steinbeck 
did some eighty years ago in 
The Grapes of Wrath. Describ-
ing how the soil which produc-
es our food is now worked by 
massive steel tractors and huge 
impersonal machines that, in 
effect, are the very antithesis 
of a woman or man lovingly 
coaxing a garden into growth, 
he writes: And when that crop 
grew, and was harvested, no 
man had crumpled a hot clod 
in his fingers and let the earth 

sift past his fingertips.  No man 
had touched the seed, or lusted 
for the growth. And men ate 
when they had not raised, had 
no connection with the bread.  
The land bore under iron, and 
under iron gradually died; for 
it was not loved or hated, it 
had not prayers or curses.

When Jesus says that the 
measure we measure out is the 
measure that will be measured 
back to us, he’s not just speak-
ing of a certain law of karma 
within human relationships 
where kindness will be met 
with kindness, generosity with 
generosity, pettiness with pet-
tiness, and violence with vio-
lence. He’s also speaking about 
our relationship with Mother 
Earth. The more our houses, 
cars, and factories continue to 
breathe out carbon monoxide, 
the more we will inhale carbon 
monoxide.

And the more we continue to 
do violence to the earth and to 
each other, the more the earth 
will withhold its bounty and 
strength from us and we will 
feel the curse of Cain in violent 
storms, deadly viruses, and 
cataclysmic upheavals. — By 
Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Can the ground cry out?
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The lack of vaccinations of the population 
indicates a serious health risk of diffusing 
dangerous and often lethal diseases and in-
fections that had been eradicated in the past, 
such as measles, rubella, and chickenpox. As 
noted by the Italian National Health Institute, 
since 2013 there has been a progressive trend 
to decrease vaccination coverage. Vaccina-
tion coverage data for measles and rubella 
decreased from 90.4 per cent in 2013 to 85.3 
per cent in 2015, contrary to WHO indica-
tions that recommend 95 per cent vaccination 
coverage to eliminate virus circulation.

In the past, vaccines had been prepared us-
ing cells from aborted human fetuses. How-
ever, currently used cell lines are very distant 

from the original abortions. The vaccines be-
ing referred to, the ones most commonly used 
in Italy, are those against rubella, chickenpox, 
polio, and hepatitis A. It should be noted that 
today it is no longer necessary to obtain cells 
from new voluntary abortions, and that the 
cell lines on which the vaccines are based in 
are derived solely from two fetuses originally 
aborted in the 1960’s. From the clinical point 
of view, it should also be reiterated that treat-
ment with vaccines, despite the very rare side 
effects (the events that occur most commonly 
are mild and due to an immune response to 
the vaccine itself), is safe and effective. No 
correlation exists between the administration 
of the vaccine and the onset of autism.

The Pontifical Academy for Life issued a document commenting 
on the Italian vaccine issue in collaboration with the “Ufficio per 
la Pastorale della Salute” of Italian Bishops’ Conference and the 
“Association of Italian Catholic Doctors”, on July 31, 2017.

Clarifications on the medical and scientific nature of vaccination:

Reflections on the ethical nature of vaccines:

Pontifical Academy for Life
Note on Italian vaccine issue

In 2005 the Pontifical Academy for Life pub-
lished a document entitled: “Moral reflections 
about vaccines prepared from cells of aborted 
human fetuses” which, in the light of medi-
cal advances and current conditions of vac-
cine preparation, could soon be revised and 
updated.

Especially in consideration of the fact that 
the cell lines currently used are very distant 
from the original abortions and no longer im-
ply that bond of moral cooperation indispen-
sable for an ethically negative evaluation of 

their use.
On the other hand, the moral obligation to 

guarantee the vaccination coverage necessary 
for the safety of others is no less urgent, es-
pecially the safety more vulnerable subjects 
such as pregnant women and those affected 
by immunodeficiency who cannot be vacci-
nated against these diseases.

As for the question of the vaccines that used 
or may have used cells coming from voluntar-
ily aborted fetuses in their preparation, it must 
be specified that the “wrong” in the moral 

sense lies in the actions, not in the vaccines or 
the material itself.

The technical characteristics of the produc-
tion of the vaccines most commonly used  in 
childhood lead us to conclude that there is no 
morally relevant cooperation between those 
who use these vaccines today and the practice 
of voluntary abortion. Hence, we believe that 
all clinically recommended vaccinations can 
be used with a clear conscience and that the 
use of such vaccines does not signify some 
sort of cooperation with voluntary abortion. 

While the commitment to ensuring that every 
vaccine has no connection in its preparation to 
any material of originating from an abortion, 
the moral responsibility to vaccinate is reiter-
ated in order to avoid serious health risks for 
children and the general population.

Rome, 31 July 2017

Pontifical Academy for Life - National Office 
for Health Pastoral Care (CEI) - Association 
of Italian Catholic Doctors

(photo/The Star via AFP)
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It is a core tenet of the Catholic faith that 
demons are real, and as said in the St. Mi-

chael prayer, that they “prowl about the earth 
seeking the ruin of souls.”

As a lifelong Catholic, Italian journalist 
Fabio Marchese Ragona has always believed 
this. But he did not know he would one day 
write a book about it — until he witnessed 
an exorcism with his “own eyes” and a priest 
asked him to write about what he saw and 
learned.

“Many people think the devil is an inven-
tion of marketing,” said Ragona. He wanted 
to tell the stories of real possessions and ex-
orcisms not only to underline the reality and 
existence of Satan, but to show that “even 
our neighbour” can have problems with the 
demonic, he said.

In My Name is Satan: Stories of Exorcisms 
from the Vatican to Medjugorje, Ragona 
talks to exorcists to answer questions about 
the phenomenon and the Church’s response, 
and he tells the stories of ordinary people -- 
plus cases that went all the way to the Vati-
can.

“Even the popes have performed some 
exorcisms, and some cardinals too,” Ragona 
said.

Venerable Pius XII
A story Ragona gives evidence for in his 
book is Venerable Pius XII’s attempts at ex-
orcising Hitler.

“The concern of the Pope, according 
to witnesses, was also that of averting the 
protracted massacre of the Jews,” Ragona 
wrote. “And, perhaps driven by desperation, 
he had also attempted the extreme card of 
the ritual of liberation from the devil against 
the Fuhrer. An attempt that, however, did not 
have the desired effect.”

The fact that Pius XII had attempted to ex-
orcise Hitler was first reported in 2006, when 
Vatican documents were released showing 
Pius XII had attempted a “long distance” ex-
orcism of Hitler from his private chapel.

Famed Rome exorcist Fr Gabriele Am-
orth, who died in 2016, told Vatican News in 
a 2006 interview he believed Hitler and the 
Nazis had been diabolically possessed.

“The Nazis were all possessed. All you 
have to do is think about what Hitler — and 
Stalin did,” Amorth said. “Almost certainly 
they were possessed by the Devil.”

Amorth, who was an exorcist in the Vati-

can for over 20 years, explained in that in-
terview that a requirement for an exorcism 
is that it be carried out in the physical pres-
ence of the possessed person and with their 
consent, so “it’s very rare that praying and 
attempting to carry out an exorcism from a 
distance works.”

“Therefore trying to carry out an exorcism 
on someone who is not present, or consent-
ing and willing would prove very difficult,” 
he said.

But that was not the only exorcism Pius 
XII attempted to carry out from the Vatican. 
Ragona said that when researching his book, 
he uncovered documents showing the pope 
had also attempted an exorcism of sorts on 
the Italian Communist Party on the eve of 
the 1958 election.

Pius XII hoped to prevent the anti-Catholic 
communist party from winning the election. 
Almost a decade earlier, he had approved a 
decree from the Vatican’s doctrinal office de-
claring membership or support of the Italian 
Communist Party illicit for Catholics.

In a 1969 report, Pius XII’s nephew wrote 
that his uncle had been very anxious and had 
difficulty sleeping in the days leading up to 
the election. “In the three preceding days he 
also performed exorcisms,” Carlo Pacelli 
stated. He also noted that Pius XII had been 
praying and offering sacrifices and suffering 
for a good outcome to the election for three 
months before the vote.

In this case, the Pope’s prayers were an-
swered. The communist party lost the elec-
tion to the Christian Democratic Party.

Exorcisms and the popes: 
Stories from inside the Vatican

Benedict XVI and St John Paul II
Ragona said he spoke to several exorcists who 
said “the devil was terrified of” St John Paul II 
and of Benedict XVI.

Though there are personal accounts that the 
prayers of Benedict XVI may have helped lib-
erate some people from possession, there is no 
evidence that he, as pope or before, ever car-
ried out the Rite of Exorcism, Ragona said.

However, during Benedict’s pontificate, an 
elderly Indian cardinal did perform an exor-
cism in the guardhouse of the Swiss Guards, 
the book recounts.

A young Italian woman and her friends had 
attended a Mass offered by Benedict XVI in 
St Peter’s Square, “and the devil immediately 
revealed himself.” As her friends looked for 
help for the woman together with some young 
guards, Cardinal Ivan Dias approached. He 
asked, in a severe tone, for a place to “pray for 
a soul,” and he was offered the guardhouse, 
which sits just outside the columns of the 
square.

According to an eyewitness, after an intense 
20 minutes of prayers, the young woman ap-
peared to have been freed, and left.

Benedict XVI, “despite never having re-
ceived requests for exorcisms ... fought 
against the devil on other planes,” Ragona 
said. “He fought and prayed for the souls in 
pain, he wrote and said very strong words, 
which opened eyes, which unleashed the fury 
of Satan.”

There is also testimony that St John Paul II 
performed at least three exorcisms while pope: 
in 1982, 1984, and 2000. The book shares de-

tails of these moments as witnessed by the 
Pope’s longtime photographer, Arturo Mari, 
and as testified to by Fr Amorth.

According to reports, those of 1982 and 
1984 were effective in permanently liberat-
ing the young women. But a third, which took 
place outside St Peter’s Square after one of 
John Paul II’s general audiences in 2000, had 
some good effect, but did not succeed in liber-
ating the girl, wrote Amorth.

“When he was still alive, John Paul II, in 
addition to practising exorcisms, represented 
with his prayer a great disturbance for the fa-
ther of lies,” Ragona wrote, “the devil, in prac-
tice, has always hated him and continues to 
hate him, first as Pope, now as a saint.”

Pope Francis
Ragona said Pope Francis has never performed 
the Rite of Exorcism while pope, but he has 
prayed for the liberation of a possessed Mexi-
can man, Angel V., who asked for his prayers.

Pope Francis’ first encounter with Angel 
was in May 2013. After offering a Mass in St 
Peter’s Square, the Pope went to greet the sick, 
including Angel. The man was accompanied 
by a priest, who explained to Francis that An-
gel was possessed by demons and in Rome for 
an exorcism. Pope Francis put his hand upon 
the man and prayed for him.

The man underwent several exorcisms in 
Rome but was not able to be liberated from 
the demons possessing him.

In 2015, Angel wrote to Pope Francis, re-
counting his story and asking for his prayers. 
Angel asked the Holy Father to let him know 
the time and day he would pray for him, so 
that he could undergo another exorcism in 
Mexico with the additional power of the pon-
tiff’s prayers.

Thus, Pope Francis offered his morning 
Mass in the Santa Marta guesthouse for Angel 
on April 27, 2015, and again on May 13, 2015.

Ragona wrote that according to Angel’s 
spiritual director, he is not yet free of the four 
demons possessing him, but he is “a little bet-
ter.” More than one exorcist has said the de-
mons communicated during exorcisms they 
would not leave Angel until abortion is legal-
ised throughout Mexico, but Ragona points 
out in the book that the demons may be lying. 
They also said Angel would be liberated Dec 
8, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, but 
not in what year. — By Hannah Brockhaus, 
CNA

St Peter’s Basilica. (CNA photo/Alexey Gotovskiy)

Cardinal Becciu seeks damages over ‘groundless’ Italian media reports
ROME: Cardinal Angelo Becciu said he is 
taking legal action against an Italian media 
outlet for publishing “unfounded accusations” 
against him.

In the Nov 18 statement, the former sen-
ior Vatican official again denied reports that 
he had used Church funds to benefit family 
members, or that he had attempted to influ-
ence the outcome of a sex abuse trial against 
Cardinal George Pell in Australia last year.

Becciu, until recently the prefect of the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints, called 
the allegations “all false” and repeated that he 
has not been contacted by Vatican judicial au-
thorities.

Since September, Italian newsweekly 
L’Espresso has published several reports 
about the former curial official, including 
claims he is being investigated by the Vatican 
for misuse of Secretariat of State funds and 
papal alms while he was serving as the depart-
ment’s sostituto.

The cardinal said he has initiated “civil ac-
tion” against the newsweekly through a Vero-
na-based law firm “for compensation of the 
enormous damages suffered.”

“The documentation submitted to the Court 
proves the absolute groundlessness of the re-
constructions published on several occasions 
by the aforementioned weekly,” he said. Bec-
ciu also said whoever is responsible for the 
“dissemination” of information “will answer 
for it before judges.”

“The right and duty to inform has nothing 
to do with what has been written about me, in 
a crescendo of distortions of reality that have 
deliberately massacred and deformed my im-
age as a man and a priest,” he argued.

Becciu said any money he may be awarded 
by the court will be given to charity, claiming 
that the “outlandish ‘investigations’” against 
him have also caused “global damage” and 
harmed the “whole Church.”

He closed his statement by indicating he 

may also file a criminal suit in the future, in 
addition to taking civil action, if the “serious 
and defamatory prevarications of reality” do 
not stop.

“I will continue to serve the Church and 

be totally faithful to the Holy Father and His 
Mission, but I will spend all my remaining en-
ergy to ensure that, even for their protection, 
the truth will be restored…” he said.

The cardinal has also been accused of giv-
ing hundreds of thousands of euros to an Ital-
ian woman, Cecilia Marogna, as payment for 
international “security” services she says she 
carried out for the Secretariat of State from 
2018 to 2019.

The Vatican court has asked Italian authori-
ties to extradite Marogna as part of an inves-
tigation into how the 39-year-old used the 
Secretariat of State funds. In October she was 
released from a Milan jail on the provision she 
does not leave the city, as she awaits a deci-
sion on her appeal of the extradition, the hear-
ing for which will take place Jan. 18, 2021.

The Vatican announced Becciu’s resigna-
tion as prefect and from the “related rights of 
the Cardinalate” in a statement on Sept 24. — 
By Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

Cardinal Angelo Becciu
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Catholic Communicators told to be 
resourceful in facing COVID-19 pandemic
KOTA KINABALU: Catholic 
communicators in the Malaysia, 
Singapore and Brunei region have 
been called to be imaginative and 
resourceful in facing the challenges 
that have arisen due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Cardinal-designate Cornelius 
Sim advised them that during this 
time of uncertainty, they should 
not wait for certainty but rather en-
ter into a moment of creativity and 
search for opportunities.

Sim, who is President of the 
Regional Episcopal Commission 
for Social Communications of the 
Bishops’ Conference for Singa-
pore, Malaysia and Brunei, was 
speaking at the close of its annual 
general meeting conducted online 
using Google Meet Oct 29.

The marathon AGM that went on 
throughout the day from 9.00am to 
5.00pm was attended on-and-off 
by about 15 members from across 
the region, giving particular focus 
to how Catholics in the region are 
coping with current challenges.

Sim, who is Bishop of the Ap-
ostolic Vicariate of Brunei, in 
contrast to the apparent stability 
conveyed by the image of a shep-
herd with feet firmly planted on the 
ground, proposed that they adopt 
another model.

“The model of a fisherman might 
be more appropriate for the current 

moment; a fisherman far out on the 
open sea faced with violent storms, 
afraid, and without familiar land-
marks to navigate by.

“It is during these challenging 
times, while many simply wait 
around to see familiar fixed points 
re-emerge, that SOCCOM mem-
bers are called to be resourceful 

and imaginative, and to identify 
new directions.

“You are called to find opportu-
nities the Lord is revealing so we 
can continue to be relevant and fo-
cused in our ministry,” he said in 
his closing remarks.

Describing the state of fear 
that people are in whilst forced to 

stay indoors in order to stay safe, 
he said that, instead of shuttering 
doors, they should make sure that 
as Christians, they do not shut Je-
sus Christ out of their homes and 
hearts.

As at that first Pentecost when 
the disciples were full of fear 
boarded up in the upper room, Je-
sus appeared and said, “Peace be 
with you!”

“It’s time for us to let the Lord 
come in and allow our hearts to be 
rekindled with a new enthusiasm 
and hope by his Spirit.

“It’s also a time to reflect and to 
pray fervently, examine the state of 
our faith, and let the energy of the 
Spirit lead us out into a new day,” 
he told Catholic social communi-
cators.

SOCCOM officials in the re-
gion decided to hold its AGM next 
year in Sibu, Sarawak, tentatively 
from Oct 18 to 21. — Regional                   
Episcopal Commission for Social 
Communications of Singapore, 
Malaysia & Brunei

Living as Christians in a pluralistic society

Communicators from Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei participate in the annual general meeting via Google Meet.

KUALA LUMPUR: Christians and nation-building in a pluralistic 
society is a series of four webinars aimed at challenging Catholics 
and others to carry out their duties and responsibilities as Christian 
citizens in a multi-racial and multi-religious society. It means to be 
“salt of the earth” and “light of the world” in our national context.

At the second conference, three panelists discussed A Christian 
social vision - reflection from Bible and Theology. They were: Rev                      
Marvin Wong (Biblical Reflection), Fr Dr Clarence Devadass (the 
Roman Catholic Tradition) and Rev Daniel Ng (the Protestant Tra-
dition).

Rev Marvin Wong began his ses-
sion by asking the participants 

“What if God’s people were ruled 
by authorities from another religion 
and or another race? How should 
we respond?”

This apparently isn’t just an issue 
faced by our countrymen today – 
but it has been in existence since the 
time of Christ.

Rev Wong said eight million Jews 
lived under the Roman Empire at 
that time and they didn’t worship 
the Greek and Roman gods. They 
refused to eat unclean food with 
their neighbours, and they stopped 
work on Friday evenings ahead of 
their fellow countrymen. This be-
haviour made the Romans look on 
this minority group with hostility 
and suspicion.

“First-century Jewish sects had 
one of four opinions on how to deal 
with this. On one end was to pas-
sively agree as did the Essenes, and 
on the other end, to engage in out-
right violent resistance as the Zeal-
ots did. The other two were to coop-
erate with the Romans and benefit 
from their collaboration as did the 
Sadducees, or to straddle the mid-
dle ground — sometimes collabo-
rate while other times criticising the 
ruling powers, as the most popular 
group, the Pharisees did.”

Rev Wong said Jesus didn’t sup-
port any of these paths for his fol-

lowers to take. In Matthew 22:17, 
when the Pharisees asked if they 
should pay taxes to Caesar, Jesus 
was caught in a catch 22 scenario. 
If he said yes, he would have been 
denounced as a supporter of the 
hated Roman Empire, and if he 
said no, branded as a dangerous 
revolutionary to the Roman rulers. 
Instead in Matthew 22:21, he asked 
whose image was on the coin and 
told them – “So give back to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
God’s.” Thus, making a distinction 
between the earthly kingdom we 
live in with the heavenly one, which 
is still to come. It also taught his fol-
lowers that we live in two overlap-
ping, intertwined kingdoms at the 
same time and what happens in one 
affects the other for good or ill. 

Fr Dr Clarence Devadass’s shar-
ing was a summary of 2000 

years of the Catholic perspective, 
known as Catholic Social Teach-
ing (CST), on the Christian Social 
Vision.

The term CST was derived after 
a series of papal Encyclical Letters 
on ethical issues was published in 
1891. Its foundation is Biblical, not 
populism or activism.

CST looks at Jesus as a person 
and is based on how he engaged 
not just in spiritual matters, but the 
social issues experienced by peo-
ple during his era. Even in the early 
Christian community, we see their 
concern for the poor, the widowed, 
and equality among believers.

“CST is an attempt to spell out 
the moral and ethical consequenc-
es of our faith when we confess 

‘Jesus is Lord’ and the way we live 
our lives. What we profess with 
our lips must be seen in the way 
we relate to one another because 
faith is the starting point for CST, 
not just social issues.

In the late 19th century, Pope 
Leo XIII adhered to the needs of 
his flock to address the subhuman 
conditions brought about for mil-
lions of people by industrialism 
and economic liberalism. He con-
demned the abuses and illusions of 
both liberal capitalism and social-
ism, establishing that the Church 
cannot stand alone but must be a 
part of society.

Today, CST has nestled the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church 
under the seventh commandment, 
“Thou shall not steal”.

There are several Papal and Vati-

can foundational documents that 
contribute to the development of 
CST – pre-Second Vatican Coun-
cil, Second Vatican council, post-
Second Vatican council and the 
three recent popes (1980s to the 
present day) and their views. These 
documents provide a rich treasure 
of wisdom about building a just 
society and living lives of holiness 
amidst the challenges of modern 
society.

Fr Clarence concluded by saying 
that CST is at the core of the Cath-
olic faith — one cannot separate 
faith and social action as it is inte-
gral and based on the Word of God. 
CST calls us to uphold the dignity 
of human life, support those near 
and far from us who need our help, 
work for the common good and 
help build a just and better society.

On the Protestant Tradition of 
Christian Social Vision, Rev 

Daniel Ng reminded participants 
that in these trying times, where 
Malaysians are concerned about 
political instability, the rate of un-
employment and the pandemic, the 
question of what is a Christian’s 
role is Malaysia is also bound to 
emerge.

While there will certainly be a 

difference of opinions, he feels most 
will agree that the secular govern-
ment is ordained by God (Romans 
13), that it is the government’s role 
to protect the innocent and punish 
the wicked, and that Christians are 
taught to obey conditionally the 
government, as it’s ordained by 
God, but if it goes against God’s 
teaching we have a right to stop 
obeying. — By Gwen Manickam

Fr Dr Clarence Devadass giving his presentation on a webinar.
A Biblical Reflection

The Roman Catholic Tradition

The Protestant Tradition

Rev Marvin Wong

Rev Daniel Ng
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Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of 

the Universe 

Let's 
Colour 

Help this kid to 
find the way to 
Jesus as he 
wants to know 
more about 
Christ the King. 

Jesus is a fair king. In today's 
Gospel reading, He tells us how 

He will judge people at the end of 
time. Those who were good to God 
will be saved and those who were 
not good to Him will be condemned. 
Whoever is good to others is good 
to God and whoever is unkind to 

others is unkind to God. Our Lord 
cares so much about His people that 
He will judge us according to how 
we treat each other. Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd and the King, and He 
cares about every one of us special-
ly. Imagine a king who came to see 
every one of his subjects to make 

sure that they were doing okay. 
Well, Jesus does more than that - 
He died for us on the cross! He looks 
after us all the time, and He says 
that anyone who is unkind to you will 
be judged as being unkind to Him. 
Christ the King is the just judge. 

How do you think you will be judge 

when you die or at the end of time? 
Are you kind to others? Do you ever 
think about how you would treat Je-
sus if He were here? Do you treat 
other people the way you would treat 
Jesus? 

Aunty Eliz 

In today’s Gospel reading. Our Lord tells the people how they 
will be judged. What did the righteous people do when they 
found people in need?
See if you can match up the needs on the left with the help on 
the right!

1. I was hungry and ●

2. I was thirsty and  ●

3. a stranger and   ●

4. naked and   ●

5. ill and    ●

6. in prison and   ●

● you welcomed me,

● you clothed me.

● you gave me drink,

● you cared for me,

● you visited me.

● you gave me food,

Gospel Match-Up

“When the Son of 
Man comes in his 
glory, and all the 

angels with him, he 
will sit on his 

glorious throne. 
All the nations will 

be gathered before 
him, and he will 

separate the people 
one from another 

as a shepherd 
separates the sheep 

from the goats.
(Mat 25:31-32) 

What does 
God say about 
His people 
in the first 
reading?
Use the code 
to find out 
some of what 
He said.
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LISBON: The or-
ganisers of World 
Youth Day (WYD) 

2023 invited young Portu-
guese Catholics this week 
to prepare for the event by 
taking part in a two-day 
nationwide mission.

They urged youngsters to join a 
“a great national movement that 
intends to bring hope and joy to 
the whole country.”

Organisers invited young peo-
ple across the country to dedicate 
Nov 28-29, the weekend marking 
the start of Advent, to the mission. 

“We challenge each young per-
son to do a mission wherever they 
are, thus giving expression to the 
theme proposed by Pope Francis 

for WYD Lisbon 2023,” they said. 
The Pope announced in June 

2019 that the theme of the next 
World Youth Day would be Mary 
arose and went with haste, a verse 
taken from St Luke’s Gospel de-
scribing the Virgin Mary’s visita-
tion to her cousin Elizabeth after 
the Annunciation.

In light of the coronavirus pan-
demic, organisers suggested that 
youngsters could take part in the 
mission by calling someone who 
lives alone, speaking to distant 
family members via the Internet, 
volunteering with local charities 
or undertaking acts of service in 
their parishes. 

“The possibilities are endless: 
we invite you, looking at the real-
ity in which you live, to make a 
difference there,” they said.

Members of the local organ-
izing committee stressed that the 
mission should be carried indi-
vidually or in very small groups, 
observing social distancing and 
other measures to prevent the 
spread of the virus. 

They encouraged youngsters to 
wear WYD Lisbon 2023 T-shirts 
while taking part, to “give vis-
ibility to this great movement of 
hope.”

Organisers launched the World 
Youth Day Lisbon website and 
unveiled its official logo last 
month.

The logo, featuring the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in front of a cross, in 
the colours of Portugal’s flag, was 
selected in an international con-
test with hundreds of participants 
from 30 countries by the Vatican 
Dicastery for Laity, Family, and 
Life.

It was designed by Beatriz 
Roque Antunes, a 24-year-old 
who works at a communication 
agency in Lisbon. 

The Pope announced that the 
Portuguese capital would host 
the global Catholic gathering of 
young people at the closing Mass 
of the last international World 
Youth Day in Panama City in Jan-
uary 2019.

Lisbon, a city of 505,000 peo-
ple, is around 75 miles from Fati-
ma, one of the most popular Mar-
ian pilgrimage sites in the world. 
The 2018 report “European Young 
Adults and Religion” found that 
Portugal has one of the highest 

levels of weekly Mass attendance 
among young people in Europe.

World Youth Day Lisbon was 
initially scheduled for August 
2022, but the Vatican announced 
last April that it would be post-
poned to August 2023.

Traditionally, the country that 
last hosted World Youth Day pre-
sents the WYD cross and icon to 
the nation that will host it next on 
Palm Sunday at the Vatican. That 
did not happen this year because 
of the pandemic.

A delegation from Panama is 
now scheduled to pass the cross 
and icon to youth from Portugal 
Nov 22, the Feast of Christ the 
King. The transfer is expected to 
take place in St Peter’s Basilica. It 
is likely that only 100 people will 
be permitted to attend because of 
coronavirus restrictions.

World Youth Day, which is typi-
cally held on a different continent 
every three years, was established 
by Pope John Paul II in 1985. — 
CNA

WYD 2023 organisers 
urge youth to join

‘great national 
movement’

Young people wearing T-shirts with the official WYD Lisbon 2023 logo. (CNA 
photo/WYD Lisbon 2023)

Pilgrims carry the World Youth Day cross as Pope Francis joins them in the 
Way of the Cross in Panama City in this Jan 25, 2019, file photo. Young people 
from Panama will pass the World Youth Day cross to their Portuguese peers 
Nov 22 at the end of Pope Francis’ Mass for the feast of Christ the King. (CNS 
photo/Carlos Jasso via Reuters)
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KUALA LUMPUR: 
MOVE Youth organised 
a webinar How To Pray 
Ah?? via zoom Nov 
12. The webinar’s main 
speaker was Fr Xavier 
Andrew, the parish priest 
of the Church of the Vis-
itation, Seremban. 

Fr Xavier shared what 
prayer is all about. We 
as people of God have 
this desire that we want 
to pray. This inability 
to achieve what I want 
brings me to make my 
life one that is filled with 
misery. He continued to 
say that prayer is a men-
tal or verbal communi-
cation or communion 
between you and God. 
When you pray, you 
have to recognise con-
sciously your connection with the 
Divine. 

“God has endowed us with three 
things: desire, belief 
systems and knowl-
edge. Our purpose of 
prayer is an effort to 
purify our mind and to 
increase our love for 
God.”

Fr Xavier then quot-
ed 1 Thessalonians 
5:16 - 18 which calls us to rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus. This 
is the gist of what is prayer. 

He went on to say that there are 

three types of prayer: formal, infor-
mal and natural. A formal prayer is 
what the Church has taught us, e.g. 
the Our Father, the Hail Mary and 

so on. Informal prayer 
is what we pray at 
meetings, gatherings 
or even BEC gather-
ings. Natural prayer 
is when it comes any-
time, anywhere and 
anyhow. 

The session ended 
with Fr Xavier saying that if you 
want to know how to pray, learn to 
fall in love with God, then prayer 
will come naturally. It was indeed a 
spirit-filled session. — By Sabrina 
Smith

How can youth prepare for Advent during this 
restricted stage of lockdown? 

First and foremost, we must understand what 
Advent really means. The next few lines explain 
in brief the meaning of Advent: 

Directly translated from Latin, Advent means 
“come into”, just as Jesus came into the world 
to save us from eternal condemnation. It also 
means a time of anticipation and patient wait-
ing. Advent has two meanings based on differ-
ent times. Before the birth of Christ (BC), advent 
was the first coming, not the second coming, as 
the Messiah had not come into the world yet. 
How do we know this? It is written in the Book 
Of Daniel after an apparition by the angel Ga-
briel: “A prince (Jesus) who is to come. The end 
of that prince will be a catastrophe and, until the 
end, there will be war and all the devastation de-
creed.” From this text, we witness the first frag-
ments of the first Advent in the Bible, recorded 
by Daniel on a mountain on which he was con-
fessing his sins to God. This is why Advent has 
been narrowed down to the weeks leading to 
Christmas, as we are waiting for 
the Birth of Jesus.

Right now, during this period of suffering, we 
are still undergoing the Advent, or the second 
period of waiting which will end one day or on 
judgement day. So how can we prepare for the 
coming of God’s Son Jesus? St Teresa of Calcutta 
has provided us with the simplest way of pre-
paring ourselves. She has taught us how to love 
the poor, because those without anyone to love 
them in the world are undergoing the greatest 
suffering that can possibly exist. Let us not waste 
what we have and offer the things we really want 
but don’t need to God our eternal and loving Fa-
ther. This might include unnecessary time spent 
on watching TV and gaming. Instead, let us recite 
the rosary and offer our hearts to Mother Mary, 
whose own heart is aching and bleeding with 
the burden of our sins. Before Christmas, also re-
member to go for confession, and be absolved, 
asking for God’s grace to be as pure as possible to 
receive God during the Eucharist. Most of all, re-
member to smile, because that is a sign of God’s 
eternal joy for his creation. — By Samuel Latimer

KUALA LUMPUR: The Reach Out Grant 
(ROG) – Pandemic Edition was launched 
on Nov 15 in conjunction with the World 
Day of the Poor 2020. This day was cho-
sen as we drew encouragement from Pope 
Francis’ words that despite the recent pan-
demic’s unpredicted arrival, catching all of 
us off guard, “hands never stopped reach-
ing out to the poor”. We are now more 
sensitive to their plight and this is our op-
portunity to reach out all the more as we 
stand in solidarity and love with our fellow 
brothers and sisters. 

This grant is made available for young 
people to stretch out their hand amidst 
these uncertain times and carry out the 
unique mission God has placed on their 
hearts without being hindered financially. 
Young people, do not be disheartened if 
you are unsure on how to reach out during 
the various movement control orders. 

The team at ASAYOKL is ever ready 
to assist you not only in the grant appli-
cation but most importantly, we are here 
to help you discern the best, safest, and 
most compassionate way to reach out to 
the person(s) in need of your love. To get 
inspired, do browse through ASAYOKL’s 

social media platforms where you can find 
testimonies from previous ROG recipients. 

The ROG is an initiative and collabo-
ration of the Pontifical Mission Society 
(PMS) of ArchKL and ASAYOKL. It was 
first inspired by the events during the Ex-
traordinary Missionary Year 2019. 

More information and expression of in-
terest can be found on https://asayokl.my/
reachout.

How to pray ah?Preparing for Advent 
during the pandemic

ROG Pandemic Edition — 
Launched on World Day of 
the Poor 2020

(freepik/yuliyafurman)

If you want to 
know how to pray, 

learn to fall in 
love with God 

then prayer will 
come naturally
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Gone is the face we love so dear.                                     
Silent is the dear voice we long to hear.                               

Too far away from sight and speech.                                   
But not too far from loved one’s thoughts to reach.

Dearly missed and forever remembered by                  
Children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren 

relatives, friends and loved ones.

Our beloved Amacci
May you rest in peace amongst the angels 

and bless us from the heaven.
We will miss you dearly,

So also, you have sorrow now,
But I will see you again, 

and your hearts will rejoice, 
and no one will take your joy from you.

Love you always, 
Amen Amacci.

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord,                  
and let Your perpetual light shine upon her. 

May her soul rest in peace. Amen.

Love,
Your children and grandchildren.

2nd Anniversary                                            
In Loving Memory of

40th Day Memorial                                            
In Loving Memory of                           

Our Mother Mary Theresa 
Anthonysamy Pillai

Departed: 7th November 2020Rosalind 
Fernandez

From the Lord:                             
4th June 1920            
To the Lord:                

22nd November 2018

Sing praises to the LORD,                              
O you his faithful ones,

and give thanks to his holy name.          
For his anger is but for a moment;                               

his favour is for a lifetime.                     
Weeping may linger for the night                    
but joy comes with the morning.
You have turned my mourning                   

into dancing; you have taken off              
my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,  

so that my soul may praise you                    
and not be silent.
O LORD my God,                                              

I will give thanks to you forever.

Psalm: 30: 4-5, 11-12
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St Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, November 22
(Ephesians 4:15-16)
If we live by the truth and in love, 
we shall grow in all ways into Christ, 
who is the head by whom the whole 
body is fitted and joined together, 
every joint adding its own strength, 
for each separate part to work ac-
cording to its function. So the body 
grows until it has built itself up, in 
love.

Monday,November 23
(Jeremiah 15:16)
When your words came, I devoured 
them: your word was my delight and 
the joy of my heart; for I was called 
by your name, Lord, God of hosts.

Tuesday, November 24
(2 Corinthians 1:3-5)
Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, a gentle Fa-
ther and the God of all consolation, 
who comforts us in all our sorrows, 
so that we can offer others, in their 
sorrows, the consolation that we 
have received from God ourselves. 
Indeed, as the sufferings of Christ 
overflow to us, so, through Christ, 
does our consolation overflow.

Wednesday, November 25
(Romans 8:35,37)
Nothing can come between us and 
the love of Christ, even if we are 
troubled or worried, or being perse-
cuted, or lacking food or clothes, or 
being threatened or even attacked. 
These are the trials through which 
we triumph, by the power of him who 
loved us.                                                              

Thursday, November 26
(Romans 14:17-19)
The kingdom of God does not mean 
eating or drinking this or that, it 
means righteousness and peace 
and joy brought by the Holy Spirit. 
If you serve Christ in this way you 
will please God and be respected 
by men. So let us adopt any custom 
that leads to peace and our mutual 
improvement.

Friday, November 27
(Ephesians 2: 13-16)
Now, in union with Christ Jesus, you 
who used to be far away have been 
brought near by the death of Christ. 
For Christ himself has brought us 
peace, by making the Jews and 
Gentiles one people. With his own 
body he broke down the wall that 
separated them and kept them ene-
mies. He abolished the Jewish Law, 
with its commandments and rules, in 
order to create out of the two races 
one new people in union with him-
self, in this way making peace. By 
his death on the cross Christ de-
stroyed the enmity; by means of the 
cross he united both races into one 
body and brought them back to God.

Saturday, November 28
(Romans 12: 14-16a)
Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them. Re-
joice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. Live in har-
mony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly.

Andrew Dung-Lac, a Catholic convert or-
dained to the priesthood, was one of 117 

people martyred in Vietnam between 1820 and 
1862. Members of the companions’ group gave 
their lives for Christ in the 17th, 18th, and 19th 
centuries, and received beatification during four 
different occasions between 1900 and 1951. All 
were canonised during the papacy of Saint John 
Paul II.

Christianity came to Vietnam through the 
Portuguese. Jesuits opened the first permanent 
mission at Da Nang in 1615. They ministered 
to Japanese Catholics who had been driven 

from Japan.
Severe persecutions were launched at least 

three times in the 19th century. During the 
six decades after 1820, between 100,000 and 
300,000 Catholics were killed or subjected to 
great hardship. Foreign missionaries martyred in 
the first wave included priests of the Paris Mis-
sion Society, and Spanish Dominican priests and 
tertiaries.

In 1832, Emperor Minh-Mang banned all 
foreign missionaries, and tried to make all Vi-
etnamese deny their faith by trampling on a 
crucifix. Like the priest-holes in Ireland during 

English persecution, many hiding places were 
offered in homes of the faithful.

Persecution broke out again in 1847, when 
the emperor suspected foreign missionaries and 
Vietnamese Christians of sympathizing with a 
rebellion led by of one of his sons.

The last of the martyrs were 17 laypersons, 
one of them a nine-year-old, executed in 1862. 
That year a treaty with France guaranteed reli-
gious freedom to Catholics, but it did not stop 
all persecution.

By 1954, there were over a million Catholics 
— about seven percent of the population — in 
the north. Buddhists represented about 60 per 
cent. Persistent persecution forced some 670,000 
Catholics to abandon lands, homes and posses-
sions and flee to the south. In 1964, there were 
still 833,000 Catholics in the north, but many 
were in prison. In the south, Catholics were en-
joying the first decade of religious freedom in 
centuries; their numbers swelled by refugees.

During the Vietnamese war, Catholics again 
suffered in the north, and again moved to the 
south in great numbers. Now reunited, the 
entire country is under Communist rule. —                             
saintsfeastfamily.com

Classic liturgy knows but one Christ: the 
King, radiant, majestic, and divine.

With an ever-growing desire, all Advent 
awaits the “coming King”; in the chants of the 
breviary we find repeated again and again the 
two expressions “King” and “is coming.” On 
Christmas the Church would greet, not the Child 
of Bethlehem, but “the King of peace gloriously 
reigning.” Within a fortnight, there follows a 
feast which belongs to the greatest of the feasts 
of the Church year -- the Epiphany. As in ancient 
times oriental monarchs visited their principali-
ties (theophany), so the divine King appears in 
His city, the Church; from its sacred precincts 
He casts His glance over all the world....On the 
final feast of the Christmas cycle, the Presenta-
tion in the Temple, holy Church meets her royal 
Bridegroom with virginal love: “Adorn your 
bridal chamber, O Sion, and receive Christ your 
King!” The burden of the Christmas cycle may 
be summed up in these words: Christ the King 
establishes His Kingdom of light upon earth!

If we now consider the Easter cycle, the 
lustre of Christ’s royal dignity is indeed some-
what veiled by His sufferings; nevertheless, it 
is not the suffering Jesus who is present to the 

eyes of the Church as much as Christ the royal 
Hero and Warrior who upon the battlefield of 
Golgotha struggles with the mighty and dies in 
triumph. Even during Lent and Passiontide the 
Church acclaims her King. The act of homage 
on Palm Sunday is intensely stirring; singing 
psalms in festal procession we accompany our 
Saviour singing:  “Glory, praise and honour be 
to Thee, Christ, O King!” It is true that on Good 
Friday the Church meditates upon the Man of 
Sorrows in agony upon the Cross, but at the 
same time, and perhaps more so, she beholds 
Him as King upon a royal throne. The hymn 
Vexilla Regis, “The royal banners forward go,” 
is the more perfect expression of the spirit 
from which the Good Friday liturgy has arisen. 
Also characteristic is the verse from Psalm 95, 
to which the early Christians always added, a 
ligno, “Proclaim among the Gentiles: the Lord 
reigns from upon the tree of the Cross!” Dur-
ing Paschal time the Church is so occupied 
with her glorified Saviour and Conqueror that 
kingship references become rarer; neverthe-
less, toward the end of the season we celebrate 
our King’s triumph after completing the work 
of redemption, His royal enthronement on As-

cension Thursday.
Neither in the time after Pentecost is the pic-

ture of Christ as King wholly absent from the 
liturgy. Corpus Christi is a royal festival: “Christ 
the King who rules the nations, come, let us 
adore” (Invit.). In the Greek Church the feast of 
the Transfiguration is the principal solemnity in 
honour of Christ’s kingship. Finally at the sun-
set of the ecclesiastical year, the Church awaits 
with burning desire the return of the King of 
Majesty.

We will overlook further considerations in 
favour of a glance at the daily Offices. How 
often do we not begin Matins with an act of 
royal homage: “The King of apostles, of mar-
tyrs, of confessors, of virgins — come, let us 
adore” (Invit.). Lauds is often introduced with 
“The Lord is King.” Christ as King is also a first 
consideration at the threshold of each day; for 
morning after morning we renew our oath of fi-
delity at Prime: “To the King of ages be honour 
and glory.” Every oration is concluded through 
our Mediator Christ Jesus “who lives and reigns 
forever.” Yes, age-old liturgy beholds Christ 
reigning as King in His basilica (etym.: “the 
king’s house”), upon the altar as His throne.

Christ the King as represented in the Liturgy

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe, formerly referred to as 
“Christ the King,” was established by Pope 

Pius XI in 1925 as an antidote to secularism, a way 
of life which leaves God out of man’s thinking and 
living and organising his life as if God did not exist. 
The feast is intended to proclaim in a striking and 
effective manner Christ’s royalty over individuals, 
families, society, governments, and nations.

Today’s Mass establishes the titles for Christ’s 
royalty over men: 

1) Christ is God, the Creator of the universe and 
hence wields a supreme power over all things; 
“All things were created by Him”; 
2) Christ is our Redeemer, He purchased us by 
His precious Blood, and made us His property 
and possession; 

3) Christ is Head of the Church, “holding in all 
things the primacy”; 
4) God bestowed upon Christ the nations of the 
world as His special possession and dominion.
Today’s Mass also describes the qualities of 

Christ’s kingdom. This kingdom is: 
1) supreme, extending not only to all people but 
also to their princes and kings; 
2) universal, extending to all nations and to all 
places; 
3) eternal, for “The Lord shall sit a King forever”; 
4) spiritual, Christ’s “kingdom is not of this 
world.” — Msgr Rudolph G. Gandas
Before the reform of the Roman Calendar in 

1969, this feast was celebrated on the last Sunday 
of October. — CWN

Solemnity of  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of  the Universe
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Universal:  Artificial Intelligence
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial 

intelligence may always serve humankind.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

WASHINGTON: Bishop Joseph 
Strickland tweeted Nov 16 that 
“Unborn children died in abortions 
and then their bodies were used as 
‘laboratory specimens’. I urge all 
who believe in the sanctity of life 
to reject a vaccine which has been 
produced immorally.”

But the Charlotte Lozier Insti-
tute, research arm of the pro-life 
Susan B. Anthony List, has listed 
the Moderna vaccine among the 
“ethically uncontroversial CoV-19 
vaccine programmes.”

Moderna recently announced that 
a trial of its vaccine demonstrated it 
to be 94.5 per cent effective. The 
trial involved 30,000 people, half 
of whom were given two doses of 
the vaccine, and half a placebo.

In the trial, 95 people developed 
symptoms of COVID-19; five of 

them had received the vaccine, 
while 90 had received the placebo. 
None of those vaccinated devel-
oped severe cases of the disease.

The company plans to apply soon 
for approval to use the vaccine in 
the US.

Moderna’s vaccine is based on 
the virus’ RNA, and uses a spike 
protein, or peplomer, from SARS-
CoV-2 rather than cell lines derived 
from aborted foetuses.

The RNA is injected into the re-
cipient, which induces their cells to 
produce the spike protein. This trig-
gers the production of antibodies 
and T cells by the recipient.

Scientists not from Moderna had 
initially made DNA vectors with 
the gene sequence of the spike pro-
tein, and injected them in HEK-293 
cells to produce the spike protein. 

The HEK 293 cell line is derived 
from a baby who was aborted in the 
Netherlands in the 1970s.

The production of the DNA vec-
tors was studied and evaluated by 
experts at the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
and the University of Texas, who 
determined that the spike protein 
was a good candidate for testing. 
Moderna was not involved in the 
DNA construction, nor was it in-
volved in the evaluation of the con-
struction.

Dr John Brehany, director of in-
stitutional relations at the NCBC, 
said in July that while Moderna 
thus has some association with the 
use of cell lines from elective abor-
tions, it is not responsible for that 
use, and its vaccine was not pro-
duced using HEK 293 cells.

He added that the inoculation of 
the Moderna vaccine “is not based 
on using cells at all in production.”

The Vatican has said that re-
searchers have a duty to avoid using 
cell lines derived from aborted chil-
dren in vaccine production, but that 
parents can, for serious reasons, use 
these vaccines for their children if 
already produced, in the interest of 
public health, while publicly advo-
cating for an ethical alternative.

Numerous companies are devel-
oping coronavirus vaccines.

The vaccines being developed by 
AstraZeneca and Janssen are pro-

duced using abortion-derived cell 
lines.

Merck, Novavax, and Sanofi are 
producing vaccines from animal 
cells, while Inovio Pharmaceuticals 
is developing a DNA vaccine with-
out the use of cells in its production. 
The Charlotte Lozier Institute holds 
these to be ethical permissible.

Like Moderna’s vaccine, Pfizer’s 
is produced using the coronavirus’ 
RNA. It recently announced a 90 
per cent effectiveness rate from its 
trial. — CNA

● See Pages 10, 11 & 12 for more

CLEVELAND: The coronavirus 
pandemic may have led to debilitat-
ing isolation among Catholics, but 
it has not lessened people’s hunger 
for the Eucharist, bishops across 
the country said.

In a 45-minute online discussion 
Nov 17, bishops described an un-
wavering thirst for the Eucharist, 
detailing some of the extraordinary 
measures people have taken to wor-
ship before the Blessed Sacrament.

They talked about the impact of 
the coronavirus on local church 
communities as part of the second 
day of the US Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops’ fall general assembly, 
which this year was livestreamed 
due to the pandemic.

“The power of the Holy Spirit 
is living in the hearts of the faith-
ful,” said Bishop David P. Talley of 
Memphis, Tennessee.

“People are expressing such 
a deep love and devotion to the 
Eucharist,” added Archbishop John 
C. Wester of Santa Fe, New Mex-
ico.

And in the Diocese of Browns-
ville, Texas, Bishop Daniel E. Flo-
res described how he has arrived 
at parishes to see people kneeling 
outside, praying for the chance to 
receive holy Communion and the 
return of normal worship experi-
ences.

“This is the renewal that I find 
very personally edifying and a 
source of great strength,” Bishop 
Flores said.

Bishop Kevin W. Vann of Or-

ange, California, described the 
same scene of people kneeling in 
the rain early one morning waiting 
for Christ Cathedral to open.

Hispanic communities have been 
particularly hard-hit by the inability 
to attend Mass, he said, explaining 
how he travels to visit small groups 
of people on Sundays.

Several bishops said such yearn-
ing for the Eucharist present an op-
portunity for the Church to begin 
a new effort of evangelisation and 
catechesis as the public celebra-
tion of Mass gradually expands and 
Church leaders determine how best 
to encourage people to re-engage in 
parish life.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of 
Oklahoma City, chairman of the 
Bishops’ Committee on Domestic 
Justice and Human Development, 
opened the discussion by explain-
ing how he has seen the Holy Spirit 
working among lay leaders, clergy, 

women religious and parish organi-
zations to continue various minis-
tries.

He described a “new awareness 
that we need to be a more evange-
lising church.”

In Boston, Cardinal Sean P. 
O’Malley described how a group of 
about 30 priests has formed to ad-
minister the sacraments in nursing 
homes and hospitals. The volunteer 
priests, he explained, remain in iso-
lation to minimise the likelihood of 
contracting COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the coronavirus, and to 
assure to healthcare providers that 
they are not carriers of the infec-
tion.

Moving forward, bishops ac-
knowledged that the way ministry 
is conducted will continue to take 
new forms until the pandemic 
subsides and people can safely 
move about freely. — By Dennis               
Sadowski, CNS

Pandemic opens the way to new 
possibilities of evangelisation

Moderna recently announced that a trial of its vaccine demonstrated it to be 
94.5 per cent effective. 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook during the pandemic. (CNS photo/Katie Rutter)

The ethics of Moderna’s 
coronavirus vaccine

VATICAN: Being faithful to God 
means taking the risk of setting aside 
one’s own needs and plans in order 
to serve others, Pope Francis said, 
celebrating Mass for the World Day 
of the Poor.

“Today, in these times of uncer-
tainty, in these times of instability, 
let us not waste our lives thinking 
only of ourselves, indifferent to oth-
ers or deluding ourselves into think-
ing, ‘peace and security!”’ the Pope 
said in his homily Nov 15.

Everyone is invited to “look real-
ity in the face and to avoid the infec-
tion of indifference,” he said.

In his homily, the Pope reflected 
on Jesus’ parable of the talents, 
which describes a rich man who 
entrusts his property to three of his 
servants. The first two doubled the 
amount entrusted to them while the 
third servant hid his sum in a hole to 
avoid any risks and keep it safe from 
thieves. However, it bore no fruit 
and his master rebuked him, calling 
him “wicked and lazy,” and throw-
ing him out of the house.

The Pope said the parable de-
scribes how everyone has received 
from God a precious “patrimony,” 
present in one’s abilities, talents and 
gifts. Christians are called to use 
these gifts to do good and serve God 
by serving others, he said.

The Pope warned against forget-
ting or neglecting the talents one 
possesses, especially by constantly 
complaining about the things one 
lacks or needs.

In the Gospel, good servants are 
those who take risks, he said. “They 

are not fearful and overcautious, 
they do not cling to what they pos-
sess, but put it to good use.”

“There is no faithfulness without 
risk,” he said, because being faith-
ful means putting one’s life in God’s 
hands and “letting our carefully laid 
plans be disrupted by our need to 
serve.”

“Those who take care of them-
selves to avoid risk begin in their 
lives a process of mummification of 
their souls,” he said.

Faith is not just about following 
rules, the Pope said. The third serv-
ant did nothing wrong, “but he did 
nothing good either. He preferred to 
sin by omission rather than to risk 
making a mistake. He was not faith-
ful to God, who spends freely, and 
he made his offence even worse by 
returning the gift he had received.”

A life is empty when it is only 
focused on one’s own needs and is 
“blind to the needs of others,” the 
Pope said.

The poor “help us become rich in 
love,” he said. “For the worst kind of 
poverty needing to be combatted is 
our poverty of love.”

With the season of Christmas ap-
proaching, Francis urged people to 
reevaluate the way they live the holi-
day season.

“How often do we hear people 
ask, ‘What can I buy? What more 
can I have? I must go shopping.’ 
Let us use different words, ‘What 
can I give to others?’ in order to be 
like Jesus, who gave of himself and 
was born in a manger.” — By Carol 
Glatz, CNS

Faith requires risks, helping 
others, Pope says at Mass


